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Inaugural Message

pation that we celebrate the launch of Mwalimu

Julius Nyerere Leadership School Magazine (MJN-
LS) with this inaugural issue. This is a product of joints
efforts between the School and Chinas Contemporary
World Magazine. It will have a special focus on South-
ern Africa and thus the name Contemporary World
Southern Africa.

On behalf of Contemporary World Southern Afri-
ca Editorial Team, I would like to extend a very warm
welcome to the readership of this magazine. I take this
opportunity to thank our authors, editors and anony-
mous reviewers, all of whom have volunteered to con-
tribute to the success of the Magazine.

The sincere friendship and quest for mutual ben-
efit coupled with common development goals for the
two continents have made these joints efforts possible.
Sino-African relations, also referred to as Africa-Chi-
na relations are the historical, political, economic, mil-
itary, social, and cultural connections between China
and the African continent.

Modern political and economic relations between
the Chinese mainland and the African continent com-
menced in the era of Mao Zedong, following the vic-
tory of the Communist Party of China (CCP) in the
Chinese Civil War. At the turn of the 21st century, the
modern state of the People’s Republic of China (PRC)
built increasingly strong economic ties with Africa.

In southern Africa in particular, the late Mwalimu
Julius Nyerere initiated relations with the People’s Re-
public of China through the first premier, Zhou Enlai,
soon after Tanzanias independence in 1961, just 12
years after Chinas liberation. This relationship led to
China’s support for the liberation of southern Africa
from colonial rule and apartheid era in South Africa.

Chinas foreign policy agenda in Africa formsa part
of its thrust to foster cooperation among the develop-
ing countries and demonstrate its status as an emerg-
ing superpower. The 2000 Beijing Declaration and the
Program for China-Africa Cooperation in Economic
and Social Development are the basis of the renewed
relations. China has developed diverse and varied re-
lations with Africa in all spheres of interaction. China
is the African continents largest trading partner and
source of foreign direct investment. Its investment has

It is with profound pleasure, humility and antici-

helped spur infrastructure development and econom-
ic growth.

Thus the topics covered in this first issue are geared
towards addressing the relationship between China
and Africa. As indicated earlier, this magazine is pub-
lished by the MJNLS and thus a special focus is also
pointed at the School and its establishment as a strong
gesture towards raising a well-informed and prepared
young generation into influential leadership positions,
towards a common future based on regional develop-
ment.

This magazine will provide an ideal forum for ex-
change of information on all of the above topics and
more, in various formats: full length and letter length
research papers, survey papers, work-in-progress re-
ports on promising developments, case studies / best
practice articles written by development experts, and
tutorials on up-and-coming leadership and political
breakthroughs.

The Magazines editorial board is strongly con-
vinced this initiative will equally provide platform for
young and emerging leaders in southern Africa to
learn and share experiences as the continents strives to
keep pace with the undergoing international balance
of power and profound political changes.

At the heart of this collaborative venture lies a pro-
found objective — to deepen the exchange of gover-
nance experiences between the Communist Party of
China and the Six Sister Parties of the Former Liber-
ation Movements of Southern Africa. These include
The African National Congress (ANC) - South Africa,
Chama Cha Mapinduzi (CCM) - Tanzania, Front for
the Liberation of Mozambique (FRELIMO) - Mo-
zambique, Movement for the Liberation of Angola
(MPLA) - Angola, South West Africa Peoples’ Organi-
zation (SWAPOQO) - Namibia, and Zimbabwe National
Union-Patriotic Front (ZANU-PF) - Zimbabwe.

Once again I welcome you to this magazine — your
magazine! With your support as readers, authors, re-
viewers, and editors, I see very bright prospects for
this magazine to serve, improve more lives and, conse-
quently, our communities.

Thank you.

Prof. Marcelina Chijoriga

Editor in Chief
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SPEECH

Speech by the Honorable Samia Suluhu Hassan,
President of the United Republic of Tanzania
and Chairperson of Chama Cha Mapinduzi

at the Inauguration Ceremony of the Julius
Nyerere Leadership School

Her Excellency Dr. Samia Suluhu Hassan, President of the United Republic of Tanzania, officiating the opening of the Mwalimu Julius Nyerere Leadership School in

2022.

( :omrade Philip Mangula,
Vice Chairman of Chama
Cha Mapinduzi (Tanza-

nia Mainland);

Comrade Ali Mohamed
Shein, Vice Chairman of CCM
Zanzibar;

Comrade Daniel Godfrey
Chongolo, General Secretary of
Chama Cha Mapinduzi;

Hon. Isdor Phillip Mpango,
Vice President of the United Re-
public of Tanzania;
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Hon. Dr. Hussein Ali Mwinyi,
President of Zanzibar and Chair-
man of the Revolutionary Coun-
cil;

Hon. Kassim Majaliwa Maja-
liwa, Prime Minister of the Unit-
ed Republic of Tanzania;

All members of the CCM
Central Committee;

Honourable Song Tao, Min-
ister of the International Depart-
ment of the Central Committee
of the CPC, who is joining us via

the Internet,
Members of the National
Central Committee of CCM;
Honourable General Secre-
taries and representatives of our
Six Friendly Parties (ANC, CCM,
FRELIMO, MPLA, SWAPO and
ZANU-PF);
Honourable
present;
Honourable Ministers, Gen-
eral Secretaries, Heads of Regions
where you are;

Ambassadors



Honourable other Party and
Government Leaders;

Honourable Guests, all of you
who are present;

Members of the Interim
Training Committee;

Dear journalists;

Dear Citizens, Leaders, La-
dies and Gentlemen:

I greet you in the name of the
United Republic of Tanzania. In
fact, I am very happy today, be-
cause the idea of the life of our
Parties and our nations that we
started 10 years ago through the
Harare Declaration of the six
parties ANC, CCM, FRELIMO,
MPLA, SWAPO, ZANU-PF dated
June 8, 2012 has come true today.

Uniquely and sincerely, I
would like to thank and congrat-
ulate the founders of the idea of
establishing this School I know
many have participated up to
this point, but for this country,
I would like to recognize the
contribution of the retired Pres-
ident of the Fourth Phase who
was also the Chairman of CCM,
Mzee Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete,
because in 2012 when this idea
was conceived he was our Party
Leader and therefore tasked with
carrying the vision. Likewise,
I would like to thank the Vice
Chairmen of CCM Mzee Man-
gula and Mzee Shein, as well as
the retired General Secretaries of
CCM, Comrades Wilson Muka-
ma and Abdulrahaman Kinana
for their leadership throughout
the implementation of this idea.
I thank them very much.

As the President of the Gov-
ernment of the United Republic
of Tanzania and current Chair-
person of CCM, I am standing
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here with great joy to complete
the 10-year-old idea of building
this School by officially open-
ing it. As the Secretary General
of CCM said on 16 July, 2018,
the President of the Fifth Phase
of the Government of the Unit-
ed Republic of Tanzania, Joseph
Pombe Magufuli laid the foun-
dation stone for the construction
of this School whilst the training
was expected to commence in
2020. Interim Training Commit-
tee and our Brothers from the
People’s Republic of China ful-
filled their responsibilities so that
the School could start that year,
but it was not possible. We con-
tinued to step up efforts so that
this strategic School and special
centre for our Parties is complet-
ed, and today we have succeeded
in opening it and training has
begun. This is a matter of happi-
ness and pride for all of us, so I
congratulate everyone, especial-
ly the Management Committee
of the General Secretaries of all
seven Parties (including the Chi-
nese Communist Party), the Co-
ordinator, the Contractors and
especially the Members of the
Temporary Training Committee
for establishing the curriculum
of this short course training with
patriotic spirit.

Honourable Leaders, Ladies
and Gentlemen,

This event today is historic for
our six countries; i.e. South Af-
rica, Angola, Mozambique, Na-
mibia, Tanzania and Zimbabwe
and our main partner China. It
is an event that reflects our as-
sociation during the liberation
movement in the sixties and sev-
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enties until we succeeded in the
struggle for the liberation of the
freedom of our southern African
countries. This event makes us
reflect on where we came from
in the sense of unity and our suc-
cess to achieve the second eco-
nomic liberation of our nations
together. An economic libera-
tion that will bring great prog-
ress to our citizens and the vital-
ity of our nations as a whole. We
Swahili say “ Umoja ni Nguvu
Utengano ni Udhaifu” which lit-
erally means “Unity is Strength,
Separation is Weakness” and it is
always a lesson in the life of our
world that moves very fast. Lets

learn not to let our cooperation
be shaken.

Honourable Leaders, Ladies
and Gentlemen,

One of the stable and strategic
pillars to maintain this cooper-
ation with broad interests is to
provide training with mutual un-
derstanding to leaders of our Par-
ties and our Nations. This School
has that goal. Through this Acad-
emy, Leaders and Cadres of these
Parties and States and Executives
of strategic Institutions will be
given long-term, medium and
short-term leadership training of
all kinds to instil and create a new
generation of revolutionary lead-
ership in Africa. Basically, the
college has a big responsibility to
build the image of these nations.
The courses that will be taught
here will be about leadership and
ideology, which are among the
major problems facing African
countries, especially in this era
of multi-party democracy. Many
parties have been established
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without having a clear ideology
and they also lack people with
leadership experience who are
prepared and well trained. And
this situation has also, to a large
extent, been affecting even our
oldest parties and is creating a
leadership vacuum.

Honourable Leaders, Ladies
and Gentlemen

In order to deal with that situa-
tion and realizing that ours are
ruling Parties, which the people
rely on to continue to lead our
countries for a long time, we
have felt that we have the respon-
sibility to show the way by estab-
lishing this School. We want our
Parties to have well-prepared
leaders, strong leaders who dis-
ciplined and ethical; and those
who will understand it, will
manage it and educate the com-
munity about our ideology. We
want this College to help us pro-
duce many Nyereres, Mandelas,
Samora Machels, Augustino
Netos, Sam Nujomas, Mugabes,
Kaundas, etc. I believe this mis-
sion is possible, especially since
our parties have similar ideo-
logical bases. A revolutionary
ideology aimed at liberating the
poor citizens and bringing de-
velopment to our countries. Fur-
thermore, our parties, right now,
aim to bring economic reform
and liberation to our countries;
therefore, it will be easy for this
School to connect us and enable
us to achieve that mission.

Honourable Leaders, Ladies
and Gentlemen,

The General Secretaries of the
ANC, FRELIMO, MPLA, SWA-

Her Excellency Dr. Samia Suluhu Hassan, arrives at the Mwalimu Julius Nyerere Leadership School in Kibaha

for a closing ceremony of the training for Regional Commissioners and Regional Administrative Secretaries,
representing from across Tanzania. The training took place from August 22 to August 27, 2023 mainland.

PO and ZANU-PF parties should
use your opportunities to bring
your leaders and cadres so that
we can build leadership, ideolo-
gy, nationalism and our African-
ism in this region in a progressive
manner, intellectual change and
attitudes will be the catalyst and
positive to open development,
cooperation and people-to-peo-
ple interaction across the SADC
region. It is time for us Africans
to get rid of conflicts and poverty
because we have enough human
resources and we should turn
ourselves intellectually, practical-
ly and theoretically. You are very
welcome at the School in Kibaha,
let’s build our courage, and with
the people of this area and the
CCM members of this area are
the ones who gave this area for
free for the construction of this
College in order to develop our

fraternal and historical relation-
ship.

Ladies and gentlemen,

I would also like, on behalf of
CCM and all our six parties,
to express our gratitude to our
Comrades and friends of the
Communist Party of China who
have paid for us to build this
College. The construction of
this College has cost 40 Million
US Dollars, approximately 100
billion Tanzanian Shillings. All
those funds are sponsored by our
Comrades and friends in China.
The Communist Party of China
and the country of China are our
long-time friends and brothers.
Since the days of the liberation
struggles, they provided us with
weapons and military equipment
to carry out the liberation wars.
They trained the freedom fight-




ers and taught them ideological
and propaganda issues that mo-
tivated the freedom fighters to
continue the struggle.

After independence, Chi-
na has continued to cooperate
with our countries and pro-
vide us with various aid. We in
Tanzania are among the biggest
beneficiaries of Chinese aid. The
TAZARA railway that connects
our country with our Zambian
colleagues is one of the biggest
aid that China has given to our
country. This railway greatly
helped the liberation movement
for countries in Southern Africa.
We are very grateful and we ask
Ms. Chen Mingjian, Ambassa-
dor of China to Tanzania, who
joined us here today to convey
our thanks to the General Secre-
tary of the Communist Party of
China, who is also the President
of the People’s Republic of Chi-
na, His Excellence Comrade Xi
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Jinping, the Government and all
the people of China for building
this School for us. We promise to
continue to honour our friend-
ship and brotherhood.

Invited Guests, Ladies and
Gentlemen,

We thank the sister parties and
friends of CCM, namely ANC,
FRELIMO, MPLA, SWAPO and
ZANU-PE for accepting this
School to be built here in our
country. You have given us this
honour in recognition of the
contribution of our country in
the liberation movement of our
continent. Also, I would like to
thank you for deciding to name
this School after Mwalimu Julius
Nyerere, the Father of our Na-
tion. This is a wise decision and
reflects the purpose of building
this School. Mwalimu Nyerere
is one of the best leaders, strong,
decisive, defender of the weak, a
revolutionary and a good believ-
er in the ideology and philoso-
phy of Pan-Africanism that ever
appeared on our continent. We
in Tanzania are very proud of
Mwalimu Nyerere as our Father
of the Nation.

Dear Leaders, Invited Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

As we all know, Mwalimu Nyer-
ere made a great contribution to
the liberation movement of our
continent. Therefore, it is clear
that giving this School its name
is the right thing. He deserves to
be given this honour. I am happy
to see that in this activity we have
a representative from the family
of Mwalimu Nyerere, comrade
Makongoro Nyerere. We thank
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the family for being in this place,
but also for consenting to this
School being given the name of
the Father of the Nation. And I
have great faith that the staff and
students/scholars of this School
will respect the philosophy and
all the good things of the Father
of the Nation.

Honourable Leaders, Ladies
and Gentlemen,

Lastly, I would like to take
this opportunity to welcome
all guests from all nations and
parties and all Tanzanians to
Mwalimu Nyerere Leadership
School. I would also like to take
this opportunity to thank the Ki-
baha people for coming out in
large numbers to this event.

Our Dear Guests; here Ki-
baha is the Headquarters of the
Coast Region; A region that, like
many areas of our country, also
participated fully and made a
great contribution to the libera-
tion movement, not only of our
country but also of many Afri-
can countries, especially those in
the South of our continent. I am
sure, our friends, and especially
from FRELIMO and ZANU-PE,
still remember well the Kaole
Freedom Fighters Camp, Baga-
moyo, just a few kilometres from
here.

Finally, I would like to thank
all our guests who travelled from
different places to support us.
Thank you very much.

Now I officially declare that
Mwalimu Julius Nyerere’s Lead-
ership School has been opened.

Thank you very much for
listening to me and let the work
continue.
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Keynote Speech by Chinese President Xi Jinping
at the Opening Ceremony of the Third Belt and
Road Forum for International Cooperation

our Excellencies Heads of
State and Government,
Heads of International

Organizations,

Representatives of  Various
Countries,

Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Friends,

Today, we are meeting here
for the opening ceremony of the
Third Belt and Road Forum for
International Cooperation (BRF).
On behalf of the Chinese govern-
ment and Chinese people and in
my own name, I wish to extend a
very warm welcome to you all!

This year marks the 10th an-
niversary of the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) I proposed. The
BRI, drawing inspiration from the

ancient Silk Road and focusing
on enhancing connectivity, aims
to enhance policy, infrastruc-
ture, trade, financial and peo-
ple-to-people connectivity, inject
new impetus into the global econ-
omy, create new opportunities for
global development, and build a
new platform for international
economic cooperation.

Over these 10 years, we have
stayed commiitted to this found-
ing mission. Thanks to our joint
efforts, Belt and Road internation-
al cooperation has gotten off the
ground, grown rapidly and pro-
duced fruitful outcomes.

Belt and Road cooperation has
extended from the Eurasian conti-
nent to Africa and Latin America.
More than 150 countries and over

30 international organizations
have signed Belt and Road coop-
eration documents. We have held
two sessions of the BRF before,
and have established over 20 spe-
cialized multilateral cooperation
platforms under the BRI

Belt and Road cooperation has
progressed from “sketching the
outline” to "filling in the details,"
and blueprints have been turned
into real projects. A large number
of signature projects and "small
yet smart" people-centered pro-
grams have been launched.

Belt and Road cooperation has
expanded from physical connec-
tivity to institutional connectivity.
Important guiding principles for
high-quality Belt and Road co-
operation have been laid down,



which include the principle of
"planning together, building to-
gether, and benefiting together,"
the philosophy of open, green and
clean cooperation, and the goal
of pursuing high-standard, peo-
ple-centered and sustainable co-
operation.

Over these 10 years, we have
endeavored to build a global net-
work of connectivity consisting
of economic corridors, interna-
tional transportation routes and
information highway as well as
railways, roads, airports, ports,
pipelines and power grids. Cov-
ering the land, the ocean, the sky
and the Internet, this network has
boosted the flow of goods, capital,
technologies and human resourc-
es among countries involved and
injected fresh vitality into the mil-
lennia-old Silk Road in the new
era.

Trains speeding along rail
tracks, automobiles running on
roads, flights connecting different
countries, cargo ships breaking
waves, and e-commerce bringing
so much convenience to people --
they have all become symbols of
international trade in the new era,
just like camel caravans and the
sailing ships were for the past age.

Hydro, wind and solar energy
based power plants, oil and gas
pipelines, and the increasingly
smart and interconnected power
transmission networks are remov-
ing the development bottleneck
caused by energy shortage and
tulfilling the dream of developing
countries to achieve green and
low-carbon development. These
energy projects have become the
oasis and lighthouse for sustain-
able development in the new era.
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Brand new airports and har-
bors, smooth roads, and newly
built industrial parks for busi-
ness cooperation have created
new economic corridors and new
growth drivers, and have become
the trading routes and staging
posts of the new era.

Rich and colorful cultural
years, art festivals, expos and ex-
hibitions, Luban Workshops,
people-to-people exchange pro-
grams like the Silk Road Com-
munity Building Initiative and the
Brightness Action program, and
deepening exchanges between
non-governmental organizations,
think tanks, media organizations,
and the youth -- all these flour-
ishing activities have composed
a symphony of friendship in the
new era.

When COVID-19 struck, the
Belt and Road became a life-sav-
ing road. China provided more
than 10 billion masks and 2.3
billion doses of vaccines to other
countries and jointly produced
vaccines with over 20 countries,
making a special contribution
to BRI partners' efforts in fight-
ing COVID-19. And China also
received valuable support from
more than 70 countries when it
was hit hard by the pandemic.

Belt and Road cooperation is
based on the principle of "planning
together, building together, and
benefiting together." It transcends
differences between civilizations,
cultures, social systems, and stages
of development. It has opened up
a new path for exchanges among
countries, and established a new
framework for international co-
operation. Indeed, the BRI repre-
sents humanity's joint pursuit of
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development for all.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Friends,

Our achievements in the past
decade are truly remarkable, and
there is so much we can draw
from them.

We have learned that human-
kind is a community with a
shared future. China can only do
well when the world is doing well.
When China does well, the world
will get even better. Through Belt
and Road cooperation, China is
opening its door even wider to
the world, with its inland regions
turning from "fullbacks" into "for-
wards," and coastal regions scaling
new heights in their opening-up.
China's market has become even
more closely integrated with the
global market. China has become
a main trading partner of more
than 140 countries and territories
and a primary source of invest-
ment for more countries. Both
Chinese investment overseas and
foreign investment in China have
boosted friendship, cooperation,
confidence and hope.

We have learned that win-win
cooperation is the sure way to
success in launching major initia-
tives that benefit all. When coun-
tries embrace cooperation and act
in concert, a deep chasm can be
turned into a thoroughfare, land-
locked countries can become
land-linked, and a place of under-
development can be transformed
into a land of prosperity. Coun-
tries taking the lead in economic
development should give a hand
to their partners who are yet to
catch up. We should all treat each
other as friends and partners, re-
spect and support each other, and
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help each other succeed. As the
saying goes, when you give roses
to others, their fragrance lingers
on your hand. In other words,
helping others is also helping one-
self. Viewing others' development
as a threat or taking economic
interdependence as a risk will
not make one's own life better or
speed up one's development.

We have learned that the Silk
Road spirit of peace and cooper-
ation, openness and inclusiveness,
mutual learning and mutual ben-
efit is the most important source
of strength for Belt and Road co-
operation. I once said that the pi-
oneers of the ancient silk routes
won their place in history not as
conquerors with warships, guns,
horses or swords. Rather, they are
remembered as friendly emissar-
ies leading camel caravans and
sailing ships loaded with goods.
Belt and Road cooperation is
based on the belief that flame runs
high when everyone adds wood to
the fire and that mutual support
can get us far. Such cooperation
seeks to deliver a good life not
only to people of just one country,
but to people in other countries
as well. It promotes connectivity,
mutual benefit, common develop-
ment, cooperation and win-win
outcomes. Ideological confronta-
tion, geopolitical rivalry and bloc
politics are not a choice for us.
What we stand against are unilat-
eral sanctions, economic coercion
and decoupling and supply chain
disruption.

What has been achieved in the
past 10 years demonstrates that
Belt and Road cooperation is on
the right side of history. It repre-
sents the advancing of our times,
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and it is the right path forward.
We need to remain clear-eyed and
undisturbed in a volatile world,
and we need to be keenly aware
of our responsibility for history,
for the people and for the world.
We should jointly address various
global risks and challenges, and
deliver a bright future of peace,
development, cooperation and
mutual benefit for future genera-
tions.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Friends,

Changes of the world, of our
times, and of historical signifi-
cance are unfolding like never
before. China is endeavoring to
build itself into a stronger coun-
try and rejuvenate the Chinese
nation on all fronts by pursu-
ing Chinese modernization. The
modernization we are pursuing
is not for China alone, but for all
developing countries through
our joint efforts. Global modern-
ization should be pursued to en-
hance peaceful development and
mutually beneficial cooperation
and bring prosperity to all. On
our way forward, we will encoun-
ter both headwinds and tailwinds.
We need to stay focused on our
goal, take results-oriented actions,
persevere, and keep moving for-
ward until our goal is met. China
will work with all parties involved
to deepen Belt and Road partner-
ships of cooperation, usher this
cooperation into a new stage of
high-quality development, and
make relentless efforts to achieve
modernization for all countries.

Now, I wish to announce eight
major steps China will take to
support our joint pursuit of
high-quality Belt and Road coop-

eration.

First, building a multidimen-
sional Belt and Road connectiv-
ity network. China will speed up
high-quality development of the
China-Europe Railway Express,
participate in the trans-Caspian
international transportation cor-
ridor, host the China-Europe Rail-
way Express Cooperation Forum,
and make joint efforts to build a
new logistics corridor across the
Eurasian continent linked by di-
rect railway and road transporta-
tion. We will vigorously integrate
ports, shipping and trading ser-
vices under the "Silk Road Mari-
time," and accelerate the building
of the New International Land-
Sea Trade Corridor and the Air
Silk Road.

Second, supporting an open
world economy. China will es-
tablish pilot zones for Silk Road
e-commerce cooperation, enter
into free trade agreements and
investment protection treaties
with more countries. We will re-
move all restrictions on foreign
investment access in the manu-
facturing sector. In light of inter-
national high-standard economic
and trade rules, we will further ad-
vance high-standard opening up
in cross-border service trade and
investment, expand market access
for digital and other products, and
deepen reform in areas including
the state-owned enterprises, digi-
tal economy, intellectual property
and government procurement.
China will hold the Global Digital
Trade Expo annually. In the next
five years (2024-2028), China's to-
tal trade in goods and services is
expected to exceed USD 32 trillion
and USD 5 trillion respectively.



Third, carrying out practical
cooperation. China will promote
both signature projects and "small
yet smart" livelihood programs.
The China Development Bank
and the Export-Import Bank of
China will each set up a RMB 350
billion financing window. An ad-
ditional RMB 80 billion will be
injected into the Silk Road Fund.
Together, they will support BRI
projects on the basis of market
and business operation. Coopera-
tion agreements worth USD 97.2
billion have been concluded at the
CEO Conference held during this
Forum. China will carry out 1,000
small-scale livelihood assistance
projects, and enhance vocational
education cooperation through
Luban Workshops and other ini-
tiatives. We will also step up joint
efforts to ensure the safety of BRI
projects and personnel.

Fourth, promoting green devel-
opment. China will continue to
deepen cooperation in areas such
as green infrastructure, green en-
ergy and green transportation,
and step up support for the BRI
International Green Development
Coalition. China will continue
to hold the BRI Green Innova-
tion Conference, and establish
dialogue and exchange mecha-
nisms for the solar industry and a
network of experts on green and
low-carbon development. Chi-
na will implement the Green In-
vestment Principles for the Belt
and Road, and provide 100,000
training opportunities for partner
countries by 2030.

Fifth, advancing scientific and
technological innovation. China
will continue to implement the
Belt and Road Science, Technol-
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ogy and Innovation Cooperation
Action Plan, hold the first Belt and
Road Conference on Science and
Technology Exchange, increase
the number of joint laboratories
built with other parties to 100 in
the next five years, and support
young scientists from other coun-
tries to work on short-term pro-
grams in China. At this Forum,
China will put forward the Global
Initiative for Artificial Intelligence
(AI) Governance. We stand ready
to increase exchanges and dia-
logue with other countries and
jointly promote the sound, orderly
and secure Al development in the
world.

Sixth, supporting people-to-peo-
ple exchanges. China will host the
Liangzhu Forum to enhance di-
alogue on civilizations with BRI
partner countries. In addition
to the Silk Road International
League of Theaters, the Silk Road
International Arts Festival, the In-
ternational Alliance of Museums
of the Silk Road, the Silk Road
International Alliance of Art
Museums, and the Silk Road In-
ternational Library Alliance that
have been set up, China has also
launched the International Tour-
ism Alliance of Silk Road Cities.
And we will continue with the
Chinese government scholarship
Silk Road Program.

Seventh, promoting integri-
ty-based Belt and Road cooper-
ation. Together with its coopera-
tion partners, China will release
the Achievements and Prospects
of Belt and Road Integrity Build-
ing and the High-Level Principles
on Belt and Road Integrity Build-
ing, and establish the Integrity and
Compliance Evaluation System
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for Companies Involved in Belt
and Road Cooperation. We will
also work with international or-
ganizations to carry out research
and training on promoting integ-
rity in Belt and Road cooperation.

Eighth, strengthening institu-
tional building for international
Belt and Road cooperation. Chi-
na will work with its BRI partner
countries to strengthen the build-
ing of multilateral cooperation
platforms covering energy, taxa-
tion, finance, green development,
disaster reduction, anti-corrup-
tion, think tank, media, culture
and other fields. China will con-
tinue to host the BRF and estab-
lish a secretariat for the Forum.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Friends,

The past decade has been a jour-
ney of dedicated cooperation and
fruitful outcomes. Belt and Road
cooperation was proposed by
China, but its benefits and oppor-
tunities are for the world to share.
Let us meet the expectations of the
people, assume responsibilities
entrusted on us by history, close-
ly follow the trend of the times,
and press ahead with energy and
enterprise. Let us deepen Belt and
Road international cooperation,
and bring Belt and Road coopera-
tion to a new stage of higher-qual-
ity and higher-level development.
Let us advance modernization of
all countries, build an open, in-
clusive and interconnected world
for common development, and
jointly build a community with a
shared future for mankind.

I wish the Third Belt and Road
Forum for International Cooper-
ation a full success!

Thank you.
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Keynote Speech by Professor Marcellina
Chijoriga, Principal of the Mwalimu Julius
Nyerere Leadership School in Tanzania Delivered
at the 3rd Asian-African Women’s Development
and Cooperation Forum

our Excellence Guest
of Honor, Distinguished
guests, esteemed col-

leagues, organizers of the forum,
and dear participants of the 3rd
Asian-African Womens Devel-
opment and Cooperation Fo-
rum, all protocols observed.

Good afternoon!! Habari za
Mchana!!

Your Excellencies, Guest of
Honor, I would like to begin
my key note speech by thanking
God for giving us the blessing
of life and bringing us together
here safely. In addition, I want to
thank the organizers for inviting
me to take part in this forum
and offering me this precious
opportunity to give this key note
speech and talk issues related to
women. For this is a great honor
I say thank you very much!

As it has been mentioned, I
am currently the Principal of the
Mwalimu Julius Nyerere Lead-
ership School in Tanzania. The
School was established in Feb-
ruary, 2022 by the six (6) former
liberation movements in South-
ern Africa(FLMSA). The FLMSA
includes, MPLA from Angola,
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FRELIMO from Mozambique,
SWAPO from Namibia, ANC
from South Africa, CCM from
Tanzania, and ZANU PF from
Zimbabwe. The Communist
Party of China (CPC) and the
Peoples of China supported the
construction of the School.

The School envisions becom-
ing “an international center of
excellence for nationalist and
Pan - African leaders through

equipping Pan-African leaders
to deliver impactful sustain-
able political, socio - economic
and cultural development”. The
School expects to produce lead-
ers who are people centric and
transformative.

As a professor from Southern
Africa, I have experienced wom-
en challenges, struggles and tri-
umphs at personal, institutional,
country and regional levels. It
is a profound honor to address
this gathering today where I will
try my best to speak some of
the experiences of empowering
women and advancing gender
equality in our African continent
amidst a global transformation
that has brought to the fore the
harsh reality that women across
the world continue to grapple
with severe social vulnerabilities.
Some of these vulnerabilities ex-
tend to the realm of leadership,
where women face unique and
persistent challenges.

We are living in a world of
profound transformation, a
world where both unparalleled
challenges and unprecedented
opportunities coexist. It is cru-
cial that we recognize this dual-



ity and harness it for the better-
ment of women worldwide.

As we witness these glob-
al shifts, one fact remains un-
changed: women across the
globe continue to face daunting
social challenges. In many re-
gions, women still bear the brunt
of inequality, discrimination,
and limited access to resourc-
es and opportunities. Yet, even
in the face of adversity, women
have consistently demonstrated
resilience, determination, and
the capacity to lead transforma-
tive change.

Our shared mission is clear:
to promote the strength and
leadership of women through
education and training, thus
enabling them to partake in the
fruits of peace and development,
and together, crafting a brighter
future for women across Asia
and Africa.

To provide a comprehensive
understanding of the issues at
hand, let us turn to both global
and African data:

1. Global Gender Gap in
Leadership

As of 2021, women remained
underrepresented in leadership
positions worldwide. According
to a report by McKinsey, women
held only 28% of senior manage-
ment roles globally. The situation
is more acute in certain sectors,
such as politics and corporate
boardrooms. I myself had a priv-
ilege to sit in several boards in
the public and private sector, na-
tional and international; in most
cases there were no or few wom-
en in some of these boards. Many
times I was the only woman.
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2. Africa’s Progress and
Challenges

In Africa, we have witnessed
significant progress in women’s
political representation in some
nations, with Rwanda leading
the way with over 60% female
representation in its parliament,
Niger and Somalia with least
percentage. However, progress
varies across the continent, and
many countries still struggle to
achieve gender parity in leader-
ship. In my country Tanzania we
have affirmative action for wom-
en to be members of parliament,
which goes with a percentage
representation. Current repre-
sentation in parliament is 37.4%
(147 women against 246 men),
and women full ministers are
27.6% (8 women against 21 men
ministers). Nonetheless, we have
few women in corporate leader-
ship positions including profes-
sors in universities and higher
earning institutions.

3. Barriers to Leadership
Women’s leadership aspirations
are often hindered by systemic
barriers such as cultural norms,
stereotypes, and discriminatory
practices. The Global Education
Monitoring Report highlights
that gender-based violence, ear-
ly marriage, and limited access
to education impede women’s
leadership potential. Many mar-
ried women choose not/do not
want to be leaders; and if they
are appointed they cannot com-
pete with fellow men on the ed-
ucation levels and experience. I
have witnessed competent wom-
en refuse to take up leadership
positions because of the need
to balance family (a wife and a
mother) and professional/lead-
ership positions.

4. Economic Disparities

Gender pay gaps persist global-
ly, with women earning less than
men for the same work. The In-
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ternational Labour Organization
(ILO) reports that women’s aver-
age global income is only about
63% of men’s income. This is
more common in Europe com-
pared to other regions in the
world.

5. Access to Education

Access to quality education re-
mains a challenge for many girls
in Africa, particularly in sub-Sa-
haran regions. UNESCO esti-
mates that 52% of girls of prima-
ry school age are out of school in
sub-Saharan Africa. Major rea-
son for drop out are to do with
social relations in the societies
they come from. Many like to
educate a boy child than a girl
child.

In the face of these challeng-
es, education and training stand
as powerful tools for dismantling
barriers and fostering women’s
leadership. Education not only
equips women with knowledge
and skills but also builds their
confidence, critical thinking
abilities, and decision-making
capabilities. The transformative
impact of education on women’s
leadership cannot be overstated.

In the African continent
and across the globe, we have
seen women leaders who have
demonstrated that when women
are educated and empowered to
take up decision-making roles,
they can create a profound im-
pact spanning from conflict
resolution, bring about peace,
socio-economic development to
gender equality and diplomacy.

Ladies and gentlemen,
distinguished guests,
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To illustrate what I have said,
please allow me to explore a few
compelling examples from dif-
ferent corners of the world, in-
cluding Africa, China, Asia, and
Western nations.

Africa
In Tanzania, President Dr. Samia
Suluhu Hassan, the first female
President in the country; is a tes-
tament to the profound change
that can occur when women are
educated, empowered, and giv-
en the opportunity to lead. Her
tremendous achievements on
diplomacy and regional stabili-
ty, economic development and
inclusivity, gender equality and
empowerment and covid-19 re-
sponse proves positive outcomes
of women-led political and de-
velopment endeavors. She has
also introduced an education
scholarship fund for girls. She
has invested a lot on health care
and maternal and child health.
In Liberia, Ellen Johnson Sir-
leaf, the first female president in

Africa, stood at the helm during
a tumultuous period. Her lead-
ership played a pivotal role in
stabilizing the nation after years
of civil war, fostering reconcili-
ation, and laying the foundation
for socio-economic develop-
ment.

Malawi’s former President,
Joyce Banda, implemented poli-
cies promoting economic growth
and social development. Her ini-
tiatives, focusing on health, agri-
culture, and education, brought
tangible improvements to her
country’s well-being.

Ethiopias President Sah-
le-Work Zewde has been actively
involved in promoting peace and
reconciliation not only within
her country, but also across the
Horn of Africa, contributing to
regional stability.

Rwanda’s government with
a significant representation of
women in key positions, has
made substantial investments in
healthcare and education. This
has led to improvements in ma-



ternal health, increased access
to education, and reduced child
mortality rates.

China
Comrade Wu Yi, the former Vice
Premier of China, played a sig-
nificant role in China’s economic
growth and globalization efforts.
Her leadership in trade negotia-
tions and economic reforms con-
tributed to China’s emergence as
a global economic powerhouse.
China has seen improve-
ments in gender equality in re-
cent years. Women leaders in
various government positions
have advocated for policies pro-
moting women’s rights, work-
force participation, and protec-
tion against discrimination.
Women leaders in China
have been involved in initiatives
to improve healthcare access and
poverty reduction programs,
leading to improvements in pub-
lic health and living standards.

Asia

Bangladesh, under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, serves as an inspiration
for gender equality, education,
and economic growth. The na-
tions impressive progress in
poverty reduction and economic
development showcases the po-
tential of women’s leadership.

Sri Lankas former Presi-
dent, Chandrika Kumaratun-
ga, worked tirelessly on conflict
resolution and reconciliation ef-
forts, crucial steps in achieving
lasting peace.

Western Countries
Germany’s Angela Merkel, the
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first female Chancellor, steered
the nation to economic stability
and leadership in Europe, while
also navigating complex global
challenges.

In the United Kingdom,
Margaret Thatcher and Theresa
May made their marks as Prime
Ministers, contributing to crit-
ical policy changes, including
economic reforms and national
security.

In the United States, lead-
ers such as Hillary Clinton and
Madeleine Albright were instru-
mental in shaping the nation’s di-
plomacy and foreign policy, ad-
vocating for global stability and
human rights.

These remarkable women
have demonstrated that when
women are educated and empow-
ered to take up decision-making
roles, they can create a profound
impact, on not only conflict res-
olution and socio-economic de-
velopment, gender equality and
diplomacy, but also it impacts
and touches all walks of life in

the society.

As we move forward, let us
continue to champion the cause
of women’s education and em-
powerment, recognizing that it is
not only a matter of equality but
also a powerful catalyst for posi-
tive transformation in peace and
development, across the globe.

In conclusion, let this forum
be a catalyst for action, a call to
arms for promoting womens
strength and leadership. Togeth-
er, we can enable women to en-
joy the fruits of peace and devel-
opment and usher in a brighter
future for women across Asia
and Africa. Our collective efforts
will not only transform the lives
of women, but also the destiny
of our nations and the world at
large.

May this forum inspire us to
take meaningful steps towards
gender access, equality and
women’s leadership by educating
more girls and women.

I thank you for Listening. As-
anteni.!
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Speech by Chinese Ambassador to Tanzania
Chen Mingjian at the Reception in Celebration
of the 74th Anniversary of the Founding of the

our Honorable January
Yusuf Makamba, Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs

and East African Cooperation,

Your Honorable Mussa Az-
zan Zungu, Deputy Speaker of
the National Assembly,

Your Honorable Mizengo
Peter Pinda, former Prime Min-
ister of the United Republic of
Tanzania,

Your  Honorable  Nape
Nnauye, Minister for Informa-
tion, Communications and In-
formation Technology,

Your Honorable Engineer
Hamad Yusuph Masauni, Minis-
ter for Home Affairs,
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People’s Republic of China

Your Honorable Major Gen-
eral Amri Salim Mwam, repre-
senting Chief of Tanzania Peo-
ple’s Defence Force, General
Jacob John Mkunda,

Your Honorable Amb. Liber-
ata Mulamula, former Minister
for Foreign Affairs and East Af-
rican Cooperation,

Your Excellencies, High
Commissioners, Representatives
of the International Organiza-
tions, Friends from different sec-
tors of Tanzania,

My Chinese compatriots, La-
dies and gentlemen, Good eve-
ning! Habari za jioni!

Today, we are gathered here

to celebrate the 74th anniversa-
ry of the founding of the People’s
Republic of China. First of all, on
behalf of the Chinese Embassy
in Tanzania, I would like to ex-
tend a sincere welcome to all the
guests attending the reception,
and congratulate all the Chinese
compatriots in Tanzania on the
holiday. My heartfelt gratitude
also goes to all the friends who
have been consistent contribu-
tors to the friendship between
China and Tanzania!

Over the past 74 years since
its founding, the People’s Repub-
lic of China has made remark-
able achievements in develop-



ment. In 2022, the 20th National
Congress of the Communist
Party of China (CPC) was held,
drawing a grand blueprint for
advancing the rejuvenation of
the Chinese nation on all fronts
through a Chinese path to mod-
ernization. In 2023, standing at

a new starting point, China will
continue to promote high-qual-
ity development and high level
opening-up. Chinas economic
growth rate remains the highest
among all major economies in
the world, and the country has
made solid progress in scientific
and technological innovations.
Moreover, under the guidance of
head-of-state diplomacy, a new
splendid chapter of China’s ma-
jor-country diplomacy has been
written. China’s economic stabil-
ity and development has injected
confidence and certainty into a
turbulent world.

Here I would like to first brief
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you on the current economic sit-
uation in China. This year, Chi-
na’s economy has seen a signif-
icant recovery, and the quality
and efficiency of development
has been improved continuous-
ly. China’s gross omestic product
(GDP) grew 5.5% year on year
in the first half of 2023, reach-
ing 59.3 trillion yuan (equiv-
alent to 8.24 trillion USD);
Goods imports and exports ex-
ceeded 20 trillion yuan (equiva-
lent to 2.8 trillion USD) for the
first time; The vehicle export
volume in the first seven months
reached 2.535 million, making
Chinatheworld’slargest export-
er of automobiles; The Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF)
forecast that China will contrib-
ute 34.9% to the global econom-
ic growth this year, which fully
demonstrated the confidence
of the outside world in China’s
high-quality development.

This year, China has made
many advances and break-
throughs in science and technol-
ogy, and solid progress has been
seen in building China towards
an innovative country. In terms
of research and development
personnel, China continues to
rank No.l in the world. China
ranks the 11th in this year’s Glob-
al Innovation Index, of which,
three international science and
technology innovation hubs,
namely Beijing, Shanghai and
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area, were among
the top 10 global science and
technology clusters. Tianw-
en-No.1, which is Chinas first
Mars mission, achieved orbiting,
landing, and roving on Mars in
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one mission for the first time in
history. Chinese astronauts were
successfully delivered to its space
station. And the C919, China’s
first self-developed trunk jetlin-
er, has completed its commercial
maiden flight successfully.

This year, China’s diplomacy
weathers a tough year, injecting
confidence and strength into a
volatile international environ-
ment. This year also marks the
10th anniversary of “Building
a Community of Shared Fu-
ture for Mankind” and “the Belt
and Road Initiative” proposed
by President Xi Jinping. In the
past decade, China has signed
more than 200 cooperation doc-
uments on Belt and Road co-
operation with more than 150
countries and over 30 interna-
tional organizations. Two-way
investment between China and
the countries along the Belt and
Road exceeded 270 billion USD
during the period, and over
3,000 cooperation projects were
launched, creating 421,000 jobs
for the participating countries
and lifting 7.6 million people out
of absolute poverty every year.
China will host the third Belt
and Road Forum for Interna-
tional Cooperation next month,
and representatives from 110
countries have confirmed their
participation. The Belt and Road
Initiative has become the most
popular international public
good and the largest platform for
international cooperation.

This year also marks the
10th anniversary of China’s Af-
rica policy principles proposed
by President Xi Jinping, namely
“sincerity, real results, affinity
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and good Faith”. In August this
year, President Xi Jinping pro-
posed three initiatives for Chi-
na-Africa practical cooperation
in the next phase. They are Ini-
tiative on Supporting Africa’s
Industrialization, the Plan for
China Supporting Africa’s Agri-
cultural Modernization, and the
Plan for China-Africa Cooper-
ation on Talent Development.
China is ready to work with Af-
rica to implement these three
initiatives, so as to help Africa
accelerate industrialization and
agricultural modernization, and
achieve development and reju-
venation.

Ladies and gentlemen,
Dear friends!
The traditional friendship be-
tween China and Tanzania was
forged by the older generations
of the leaders of both countries.
This year marks the 59th anni-
versary of the establishment of
diplomatic ties between Chi-
na and Tanzania. In the past 59
years, our two countries have
looked out for each other and
pulled together as one, the tradi-
tional friendship between China
and Tanzania has been carried
forward from generation to gen-
eration and continue to flour-
ish. As all-round and mutually
beneficial cooperation in vari-
ous fields has been continuous-
ly consolidated and developed,
China-Tanzania relationship has
become a model for China-Afri-
ca relationship and South-South
cooperation.

By  maintaining  close
high-level exchanges, political
mutual trust between our two
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countries has been continuous-
ly deepened. Last November,
President Samia Suluhu Hassan
paid a successful state visit to
China. The two heads of state
jointly announced the elevation
of the China-Tanzania rela-
tions to a comprehensive stra-
tegic cooperative partnership,
which drew the blueprint for the
development of bilateral rela-
tions in the new era. During the
BRICS Summit held in August
this year, the two heads of state
met again, setting the direction
for the two countries to strength-
en political collaboration and
further deepen practical coop-
eration in various fields. The two
heads of state met twice within
nine months, which is a clear
manifestation of the high-level
strategic mutual trust and the
genuine brotherhood between
China and Tanzania.

Economic and trade ex-
changes buck the trend with
steady progress on practical
cooperation in various fields.
China has remained Tanzania’s
largest trading partner for sev-
en consecutive years, with bilat-
eral trade reaching 8.31 billion
USD in 2022. Take agricultur-
al cooperation as an example,
China encourages and supports
the development of agriculture
in Tanzania and keeps expand-
ing imports of featured agricul-
tural products from Tanzania.
Last year, I visited Ruvuma
Region, where local women be-
gan to plant soybeans under
the guidance of Chinese agri-
cultural experts. Recently, I was
happy to hear that the region
had a bumper soybean harvest,

boosting soybean farmers’ in-
come and contributing to their
poverty alleviation efforts. As a
number of Tanzania’s featured
agricultural products, such as
soybeans and avocados, contin-
ue to gain market access in Chi-
na, the agricultural cooperation
between our two countries will
make more contributions to job
creation and poverty reduction
in Tanzania.

China is also the largest
source of foreign investment
in Tanzania. One week ago, I
was invited, together with Pres-
ident Samia Suluhu Hassan,
to attend the launching cere-
mony of Wangkang Sapphire
Float Glass Factory, a project
with a total investment of 311
million USD. Chinese enter-
prises, such as Wangkang
Group, have been actively en-
gaged in the industrializa-
tion process in Tanzania,
creating a large number of job
opportunities for Tanzania and
bringing tangible development
dividends to the local people.

Personnel exchanges be-
tween China and Tanzania
have been more frequent, and
the friendship between our two
peoples has been strengthened.
Since the beginning of this year,
cultural exchanges between
China and Tanzania have con-
tinued to develop. We made a
proactive effort to support Air
Tanzania in increasing the fre-
quency of direct flights between
Dar es Salaam and Guangzhou,
which now operates three times
a week, further facilitating peo-
ple-to-people exchanges be-
tween our two countries. This



year, 160 Tanzanian students
have received scholarships to
study in China. In addition, Chi-
na keeps providing training op-
portunities for Tanzania, which
cover a wide range of fields such
as vocational education, infra-
structure building, poverty alle-
viation, and women empower-
ment, thus helping the country
nurture talents of various disci-
plines who are urgently needed
for national development.

Its worth mentioning that
this year marks the 60th anniver-
sary of China dispatching medi-
cal teams to foreign countries.
Since China sent its first medical
team to Zanzibar in 1964, more
than 2,000 Chinese doctors have
dispatched to Tanzania. From
the foot of Mount Kilimanjaro
to the remote areas beside the
Ruvuma River, from Zanzibar
Islands flourishing with coco-
nut groves to the rippling Lake
Tanganyika, they have travelled
to most of the places in Tanza-
nia. The Chinese medical teams
in Tanzania have braved hard-
ships and dedicated themselves
to the noble cause of saving lives
with total devotion and ultimate
love, thereby making signifi-
cant contribution to the health
of the Tanzanian people with
their professionalism, wisdom
and persistent efforts. Recently, a
Chinese TV series named “Wel-
come to Milele Village”, which
is based on the real experiences
of the Chinese medical teams in
Africa, has completed its film-
ing in Tanzania. I believe that it
will be aired soon, and people
of both countries will have the
chance to watch it. I hope you
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While presenting her credential to President Samia Suluhu Hassan, Amb. Chen Mingjian highlighted the
profound traditional friendship between China and Tanzania, and pledged to make relentless efforts to carry
forward the friendship during her tenure.

enjoy the TV series.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Dear friends!

In 2024, China and Tanzania
will celebrate the 60th anniver-
sary of our diplomatic relations.
Both countries will then hold
important activities to joint-
ly commemorate the historical
moment of the bilateral rela-
tions. The commemoration will
constitute a big move in upgrad-
ing China-Tanzania relations to
a higher level of comprehensive
strategic cooperative partner-

ship and injecting strong impe-
tus into the development of the
bilateral relations in the next 60
years.

Finally, I wish to propose a
toast:

To the 74th anniversary of
the founding of the People’s Re-
public of China,

To the prosperity of both
China and Tanzania, to the
happiness of the people of both
countries, and

To the health of all our guests.

Cheers!

Thank you!
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Front view of the Mwalimu Julius Nyerere Leadership School.

China’s Image in African Perspective

By Nasongelya Kilyinga
News Editor for Daily News

ecades of Chinas grow-
ing engagement with
Africa has had a posi-
tive, albeit uneven, effect on Af-
rica’s economic growth, econom-
ic diversification, job creation
and connectivity. China-Africa
relations are mostly organised
between government-to-govern-
ment relations. But the percep-
tions and wellbeing of ordinary
people also need to be better con-
sidered.
In 2016 the pan-African re-
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search institute Afrobarometer
published its first study on what
Africans think of their govern-
ments engagement with Chi-
na. The study found that 63 per
cent of citizens surveyed from
36 countries generally had posi-
tive feelings towards China’s as-
sistance especially on economic
issues. Some things that stood
out were Chinas infrastructure,
development, and investment
projects in Africa. On the flip
side, perceptions of the quality of

Chinese products tarnished the
country’s image.

Back in 2019/20, the Afroba-
rometer conducted another wave
of surveys with data collected
from 18 countries. The survey
questions covered how Africans
perceive Chinese loans, debt re-
payments, and Africa’s reliance
on China for its development.
Preliminary findings showed that
the majority of Africans felt that
China’s influence is still largely
considered as positive for Africa,



and that Africans who are aware

of Chinese loans feel that their
countries have borrowed too
much.

This is important because - as
both African and Chinese lead-
ers reflect on their engagement
- these findings should allow
them to build a forward-looking
relationship that better reflects
African citizens opinions and
needs. However, for many Afri-
can countries, Tanzania inclusive,
Beijing still is seen favourably by
many in Africa, where it is vying
for influence with Washington.

Cheap Chinese products,
however, are also a source of Chi-
na’s negative image in Africa. The
poor quality of Chinese products
was the most significant factor
shaping Afrobarometer’s sur-
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vey participants’ negative imag-
es of China — mentioned by 35
per cent of respondents. Second
to product quality in shaping a
negative image of China was the
perception among Africans that
Chinese take jobs or business
from locals — mentioned by 14
per cent of respondents.

Political and trade ties

In present-day, China occupies
a major role in the development
of African countries, as a result
of having established strong ties
with the continent both through
grants to African governments
and through direct foreign invest-
ments targeting the continent. At
a country level China was in 2015
Africas largest trading partner,
a significant increase from be-
ing Africas eight largest trading
partner in 2000. The total value
of trade in goods between China
and Africa increasing from USD
7.3 billion in 2000 to USD 135.9

billion in 2015.

At that particular time (2015),
India was Africa’s second largest
trading partner with the total
value of trade in goods estimated
at USD 51.1 billion according to

Bird’s eye view of the Tanzania national Stadium also known as Benjamin Mkapa.
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the African Development Bank
(ADB), OECD Development
Centre and the United Nations
Development Program 2017.

Different perspectives and
views

Chinas major involvement and
influence on Africa has led to a
number of different perspectives
and views on the China-Africa
relationship. There are those who
argue that the relationship is not
mutually beneficial under the as-
sumption that Chinese interest in
Africa lies in the continent’s nat-
ural resources only.

China also stands accused
of weakening African industries
and manufacturers by exporting
cheap and low-quality goods to
African countries. Some critical
voices have drawn parallels be-
tween the Sino-African relation-
ship and imperialism. Others
harbor a more positive view on
the relationship, arguing that it
leads to benefits for both parties
and that the relationship brings
development to the African con-
tinent according to studies con-
ducted by Mlambo, Kushamba &
Simawu and pulished in 2016.
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China’s debt owed to Africa
When it comes to discussions on
China-Africa relations, debt is a
common theme, with a consid-
erable number saying Africa is
overburdened by Chinese lend-
ing.

A recent survey carried out by
Afrobarometer in 2021 has found
that despite these concerns, many
Africans view China’s economic
and political influence on their
countries favourably, saying it's
“somewhat positive” or “very
positive”

Indeed, China is Africa’s larg-
est economic partner, with huge
lending for infrastructure devel-
opment projects. Between 2000
and 2019, China entered loan
commitments worth USD153
billion in Africa, according to the
China Africa Research Initiative
at Johns Hopkins University.

Nevertheless, China’s activ-
ities in the continent have been
marred by accusations of debt-
trap diplomacy because of the
secretive nature of its loan con-
tracts, and its infrastructure proj-
ects face allegations of environ-
mental and human rights abuse.
Still, some say China is using its
influence to promote its political
and economic ideologies in Afri-
ca.

How Africans consume
Chinese media, attitude
towards China

The increased presence of Chi-
nese actors in Africa, from tele-
communication companies, to
mining contractors, diplomats,
journalists, and traders, has re-
ceived much scholarly and me-
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dia attention in recent years. For
others, the recent push by Beijing
for more mediated engagements
with Africa can be explained by
the desire of Chinese media to
increase their market share and
strengthen the country’s discur-
sive power in the global arena.

Extending the presence
of Chinas media, particularly
State-owned companies, in Af-
rica is one of the pillars of “peo-
ple-to-people exchanges,” which
have been a central component of
all the declarations of the Forum
on China-Africa Cooperation
(FOCACQ).

These “people-to-people ex-
changes” are at the core of Bei-
jing’s public diplomacy toolkit,
which is primarily focused on re-
lationship building, according to
studies by d’Hooghe in 2015 and
Benabdallah in 2019 respectively.
The assumption is that good re-
lationships between people can
support inter-state relationships,
“deepen  understanding and
friendships between Chinese and
African people and avoid misun-
derstandings’, studies indicate.

Despite Chinese media hav-
ing played an important part in
Beijings foreign policy towards
Africa since the 1950s, scholarly
attention on the topic only began
to grow in the early 2000s, when

several renewed initiatives were

launched and turned Nairobi,
Kenya, into the epicentre of Si-
no-African media “cooperation”.

These initiatives included
the establishment of the regional
headquarters of Xinhua (a news
agency), the launch of a multilin-
gual FM radio station by China
Radio International (CRI) and
the development of Africa-fo-
cused programming by CGTN
from a broadcast and production
centre.

China has also launched Stud-
ies Exchange Programme for Afri-
can Journalists. The training topics
include Chinas political, cultur-
al, media and economic studies
amongst others. Other activities
will include touring China, cover-
ing major political activities at the
National Peoples Congress and
other major events like the BRICS
economic summit slated. The de-
velopment studies and media ex-
change is being organized by Ren-
min University of China (RUC)
based in the capital, Beijing.

Experience in Tanzania

China and Tanzania: Historical
Context In 1961, Tanganyika,
the sovereign state that would
eventually become Tanzania be-
came the tenth African country
to recognize the People’s Repub-



lic of China. The Zanzibari rev-
olution in 1964 later resulted in
an increase in Chinese influence
on the island of Zanzibar which
would later merge with Tang-
anyika and form a union. In the
mid-1960s, the Tanzanian gov-
ernment opted for a socialist path
of development which in turn
led to an increase in resentment
and hostility between Tanzania
and the West. Due to this change
in policies, Tanzania began to
search for other external sources
of assistance and China showed
itself as willing to offer aid to the
country.

In 1964, an agreement was
signed which granted Tanzania
Chinese aid, and a trade agree-
ment between China and Tan-
zania was signed in February
1965. Furthermore, a Chinese
Economic and Commercial Mis-
sion was in 1966 opened in Dar
es Salaam. Tanzania’s president at
that time Mwalimu Julius Nyere-
re said on a state visit to Beijing in
1968 that the purpose of his visit
to China was to attain knowledge
about “The Chinese model of
development”, which he had ex-
hibited great interest in. Chinese
influence also resulted in Nyere-
re opting to lead Tanzania in an
increasingly socialistic path of
development, which he had pre-
viously been suspicious of since
he considered socialism as some-
thing that was being practiced in
non-African countries according
to archival records.

Construction of Mwalimu
Julius Nyerere Leadership
School in Tanzania

Mwalimu Julius Nyerere Lead-
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ership School in Tanzania is
co-funded by six parties in south-
ern Africa and Communist Party
of China (CPC).

The six parties include Tanza-
nias Chama Cha Mapinduzi par-
ty, the African National Congress
of South Africa, the Mozambique
Liberation Front Party, the Peo-
ples Movement for the Libera-
tion of Angola, the SWAPO party
of Namibia and the Zimbabwe
African National Union-Patriotic
Front.

As an important outcome of
China-Africa exchanges on na-
tional governance, the Mwalimu
Julius Nyerere Leadership School
aims at enhancing party con-
struction and improving gov-
ernance capabilities of the six
parties through exchanges and
communication.

The inauguration of the
Mwalimu Julius Nyerere Lead-
ership School is another piece of
evidence showing the firm mu-
tual support between China and
Africa. It has set a new example
for and injected new vitality into
China-Africa cooperation in a
new era.

Significantly, the Mwalimu
Julius Nyerere Leadership School
will play a key role and gather
intelligent resources to promote
think tank exchanges between
the region and other regions, and
help coordinate the work of lead-
ership and political institutions
in relevant countries.

Construction of the National
Defence College in Tanzania
China’s support to build critical
government infrastructure in
Africa marked another accom-
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plishment in 2021 with the com-
missioning of the National De-
fence College in Dar es Salaam.
The USD 24 million building was
paid for by the Chinese govern-
ment and built by Chinese con-
tractors.

The TAZARA Railway

It is difficult to talk about rela-
tionship between Tanzania and
China without mentioning the
Tanzania and Zambia Railway
Authority (TAZARA). This is
one of the most well-known cases
of Chinese contribution in Tan-
zania. Built between 1970 and
1975, the 1,865-kilometer-long
railway linked the port of Dar
es Salaam in Tanzania with the
town of Kapiri Mposhi in Zam-
bia. The purpose for the railway
line was to end the landlocked
Zambia’s dependence on Zimba-
bwe and South Africa by giving
the country an alternative option
for coastal access.

Tanzania National Stadium

China also assisted in financ-
ing the construction of the Tanza-
nia National Stadium also known
as the Benjamin Mkapa Stadium,
construction started in 2004 and
the 60,000-seater complex was
finished in 2007 with the Tanza-
nian government financing 53
per cent of the total cost of USD
43.5 million while the remaining
per cent was financed through a
soft loan offered by China.

Conclusion

Conclusively, it is only fair to say
that Chinas image in African
public opinion is positive rather
than negative.
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Opportunities and Challenges Faced
by Developing Countries in Improving
Their International Voice

By Humphrey P.B. Moshi

Professor & Director, Centre for Chinese Studies
(CCS) - University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

t is contended, at the outset,

that international cooper-

ation between developed,
emerging and developing coun-
tries is an imperative, given the
uneven distribution or availabil-
ity of resources, both physical
and human, across countries and
regions around the world. This
phenomenon has thus led to
establishment of trade relations
between countries, in terms of
exchanges of goods, services and
investments; as well as emer-
gence of colonial and Neo-co-
lonial relations, spearheaded by
the dominant Neo-liberal ideol-
ogy, which informed the requi-
site economic, political and the
social systems.

Indeed, the modalities of
international cooperation have
been both on bi-and multilat-
eral basis, as evident by estab-
lishment of country to country
relations, and multilateral orga-
nizations, such as the UN and
its agencies: Food and Agricul-
ture Organization (FAO), World
Health Organization (WHO),
World Food Programme (WFP),
but also to other internation-
al organizations such as World
Trade Organization (WTO), the
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World Bank (WB) and the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF).

Whereas the above cited re-
lationships have economic, as
well as social benefits, they are
asymmetrically distributed be-
tween developed and develop-
ing countries because of the low
voice of the latter, coupled with
the dictation power or muscle
of the former. This unequal and
skewed relations are indeed the
challenges of international coop-
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eration.

Overtime, the rise of eastern
economies, such as China, has
not only broadened the menu of
international cooperation, but
also has resulted in a more inclu-
sive platforms for negotiation,
coupled with alternative institu-
tional frameworks in which the
voice of developing countries is
enhanced and heard. Such plat-
forms and institutional frame-
works, include: FOCAC, BRI,

Ethiopia’s largest university inks scholarship cooperation agreement with China:

Ethiopia’s largest Addis Ababa University (AAU) on Friday signed a scholarship cooperation agreement with
China to boost education quality. The Chinese government will offer some 120 scholarship opportunities for
graduate and postgraduate students from the AAU during the course of a year, according to the agreement
signed between representatives of the university and the Chinese Embassy in Ethiopia. In picture Guests pose
for group photos after a signing ceremony of scholarship cooperation agreement in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,
Nov. 3, 2023. (PHOTO / Xinhua)



BRICS, New Development Bank,
Asian Infrastructure Develop-
ment Bank, among others.

Surely, given the enhanced
voice of the developing coun-
tries, they offer these countries
unprecedented opportunities for
realizing their social and eco-
nomic visions and plans.

It is in the context of the
foregoing, that the discussion
will focus on Africa for two basic
reasons. One, the continent re-
mains the most poverty -strick-
en region in the world, and the
least industrialized, notwith-
standing its huge resource-base.
Two, the region has witnessed
the challenges of Neo-liberal de-
velopment model, and currently
adjusting to seize the unfolding
opportunities arising from the
alternative development para-
digm being spearheaded by Chi-
na.

Modalities and Forms of
International Cooperation
Modalities
There are three modalities of
cooperation, which are interde-
pendent, namely multilateral, bi-
lateral and Non-Governmental
Organizations (NGO’s).
Multilateral is when a coun-
try cooperates under an umbrella
organization such as United Na-
tions, World Bank, Internation-
al Monetary Fund, etc. (30%).
Bilateral is a cooperation of two
countries, via their respective
development agencies (For ex-
ample Tanzanias relations with
Germany, Japan, China, India,
etc.) (70%). And NGO’s a mixed
grill of the above BUT more fo-
cused on issues and civil soci-
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ety (JICA, USAID, Action Aid,
Hope, Care, etc.)

Types and Forms
How do resources flow from
one country to another? There
are a number of channels. First
is the Official Development Aid
(ODA), which is a financial aid
given by governments and other
agencies to support development
efforts in developing countries.
It could be either tied or untied.
Second is Foreign Direct Invest-
ment (FDI), which is an invest-
ment from a part in one country
into a business in another coun-
try, through mergers & acquisi-
tions, joint ventures, subsidiaries
Third is Loans, which is mon-
ey lent to another country in ex-
change for future repayment
of principal plus interest. They
could be either concessional or
non-concessional. And fourth is
Humanitarian aid, which is as-
sistance given to another coun-
try in response to emergencies
such earth quakes, floods, Ebola,
among others. Basically, this is a
short-term relief effort.

Challenges

The challenges highlighted in
this section are basically those
associated with the provision of
official development aid, foreign
direct investments and loans
from western countries and the
multilateral financial institu-
tions. It needs to be emphasized
that these transactions are, in
most cases, accompanied with
stringent conditions, imposed by
the giver country or institution.
In other words, the voice of the
recipient is very low. This being
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the case, it is no wonder that at
the end of the day the attendant
projects, emanating from such
conditionality, do not stimulate
and accelerate development of
the recipient countries. This out-
come is basically due to two rea-
sons.

Firstly, the approval of proj-
ects is based on narrow princi-
ples of economic and financial
criteria, while ignoring the fact
development is much broader
than the applied criteria.

Secondly, superimposition of
“cut-and- paste” model on other
countries fails to appreciate the
fact that countries’ circumstance
do differ on a number of fronts;
culture, history, level of social
and economic development, civ-
ilizations, etc. etc.. Indeed, dis-
respect of these diversities and
realities, across countries and
regions, is squarely accountable
for failure of many projects in
developing countries, including
Africa. The failure of such proj-
ects have far reaching effects on
poverty, illicit capital outflows,
peace and security.

A few examples will illustrate
the foregoing.

Firstly, recently the World
Bank froze loans to Uganda be-
cause of anti-gay laws. However,
the freezing is contrary to the
Banks Articles of Agreement
which state that the Bank “shall
not interfere in the political af-
fairs” of its member states.

Secondly, the imposition of
Western democracy in Africa, in
terms of multi-partism has led
to establishment of multiplicity
of political parties, in some cases
more than ten parties in a coun-
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try, based on tribal backgrounds
and without having clearly stip-
ulated development agendas. In
such circumstances, they have
not only endangered peace and
tranquility, but they have giv-
en birth to leadership regimes
which promote selfishness, by
embracing and serving the in-
terests of their families and their
close associates; at the detriment
of socioeconomic development
of the people. Surely, under such
conditions development process
would neither be inclusive nor
sustainable.

Thirdly, French West Africa
countries have experienced five
coups in the past three years. The
main factor underpinning most
of these coups is hostility to-
wards France, a former colonial
power, which continues to hold
that, French development aid in
Africa has to be run by French
businesses.

Fourthly, one of the condi-
tions set in the ongoing free trade
deal (FTA) negotiations between
USA and Kenya governments, is
that Kenya should, with respect
to commercial partnerships, dis-
courage actions that prejudice
or discourage business between
the US and Israel. Washington
argues that the FTA should “dis-
courage politically motivated ac-
tions to boycott, divest from, and
sanction Israel”

The above examples, are a
clear testimony to the fact that
the developing countries’ voice
has either been dormant or very
low to the extent that whatever
projects were undertaken failed
to quench the development
thirsty of the respective coun-
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Chinese companies hold job fair for Zimbabwean youth

Job seekers attend a job fair in Harare, Zimbabwe, Nov. 3, 2023. A two-day job fair kicked off in the capital of
Zimbabwe, on Friday, with over 50 Chinese enterprises offering more than 1,000 jobs to Zimbabwean youth.
(PHOTO / Xinhua)

tries. These then were and are
the main challenges.

Unfolding Opportunities
As already alluded to earlier, the
rise of Eastern economies, such
as China, has not only broad-
ened the menu of international
cooperation, but also has result-
ed in more inclusive platforms
for negotiations, coupled with
alternative institutional frame-
works in which the voice of de-
veloping countries is enhanced
and heard. Such platforms and
institutional ~frameworks are
not only underpinned by clear-
ly stipulated principles, but also
they are strictly adhered to.

For example, China’ five (5)
principles that guide interna-
tional cooperation are: one, mu-

tual respect for each other’s terri-
torial integrity and sovereignty;
two, mutual non-aggression;
three, mutual non-interference
in each other’s internal affairs;
four, equality and cooperation
for mutual benefit, and five,
peaceful co-existence. The main
takeaway from these principles
is that, they provide space cum
voice to the cooperating partner
to ensure that the deal is on win
- win basis. This is because there
are no pre-emptive condition-
ality attached. In such circum-
stances, whatever project is un-
dertaken there is the likelihood
that it will be demand-driven for
the socioeconomic development
of the recipient.

The Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) is a good example of the



opportunities embedded in the
emerging new frameworks and
platforms of cooperation.

Most importantly, it needs
to be recalled that, the BRI has
unique features or character-
istics, in its conceptualization
and implementation, that a great
departure from Western coun-
tries-initiated  projects.  This
uniqueness, among others, are
the following:

High synergy effects: That is,
has positive spill-over effects on
other sectors of a country’s econ-
omy Holistic or comprehensive
approach: That is, it views de-
velopment process in its totality
and Inter-dependence of factors
(land, sea and air transport),
coupled with soft structure pro-
vision and human capital devel-
opment.

Inclusiveness: That is, by en-
suring that the cooperating par-
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ties meet frequently, through
periodic holding of stakeholders’
meetings and scheduled Forums,
to review progress and chart the
way forward. Thus, promoting
ownership of the Initiative and
therefore trigger the incentive
for effective implementation.
Here is where the issue of voice
is underscored.

Dynamic: That is, it incor-
porates new agendas in its menu
with a view to address challeng-
es and tap unfolding opportu-
nities. For example, the Post-
COVID-19 ushered in: Health
Silk Road, Green Silk Road, Digi-
tal Silk Road, and Clean Silk Road
unfolding opportunities. For ex-
ample, the Post-COVID-19 ush-
ered in: Health Silk Road, Green
Silk Road, Digital Silk Road, and
Clean Silk Road Compatibility/
Alignment with global, region-
al and country development vi-
sions and Agreements; Such as,
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs 2030), Paris Agreement,
Africa’s Agenda 2063, Africas
Programme for Infrastructure
Development Agenda (PIDA),
and Africa’s Regional Economic
Communities (RECs).

The above attributes of BRI
are a clear manifestation of op-
portunities available to Africa
and other developing in their
search for enhanced voice. How-
ever, this need to be comple-
mented by seeking membership
in organizations, such as BRICS,
with the objective, not only of
broadening the avenues for in-
ternational cooperation, but also
of benefiting from their new ini-
tiative of easing dependency on
dollar as a dominant trade and
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reserve currency. Indeed, the
success of the proposed initiative
will go along way in reducing the
debt burden of developing coun-
tries, given the high dependency
on dollar-denominated debits.

Concluding Remarks
The above discussion has clear-
ly shown the developing coun-
tries’ voice has been dismal in
the countries and institution-
al frameworks of international
cooperation dominated by the
Neo-liberalism  development
paradigm. This phenomenon
has been perpetuated through
the imposition of conditionality
on transactions, which do not
take into consideration the vary-
ing diversity across countries
and regions in terms of history,
culture, civilization and level of
socioeconomic development.
These challenges have ush-
ered in persistence of poverty,
low growth rate and unchanged
structure of economies in a
number of developing coun-
tries. In the recent past, the rise
of eastern countries, such as
China, has ushered in alterna-
tive cooperation modalities and
institutional frameworks, which
are underpinned by clearly stip-
ulated principles that avail more
voice to developing countries.
This being the case, it is timely
that this unfolding opportunity
should be seized by the develop-
ing countries, while at the same
time enhancing the human and
institutional capacity for negoti-
ation. This notwithstanding, the
demand and struggle for more
voice in multilateral institutions
must be sustained.
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Chinese People-Centered Democracy:
How Do We Use It to Steer Our Social

Transformation?

By Dr. Rose Mbwete

University Lecturer at The Mwalimu Nyerere

Memorial Academy

This article describes how
Chinese People-Centered
Democracy can be used
to steer our transformation.
It has been noted that, it is the
most extensive, genuine and ef-
fective socialist democracy. The
CPC party will continue to work
with all peace - loving coun-
tries and people to promote the
shared human values of peace,
development, fairness, justice,
democracy and freedom.

Meaning of the Term
Democracy

In the course of its development,
democracy has taken many
forms and expressions. Howev-
er, its meaning and the concept
can be analyzed with reference
to the well-known histories of
Democracy. Abraham Lincoln
who defined the term “Democ-
racy as the government of the
people, by the people and for the
people”. Generally, the term De-
mocracy entails Government of
the people or Government of the
Majority.

In this article Chinese Peo-
ple Centered Democracy is the
most genuine form of Democra-
cy, effective and broadest, where
people are positioned at the cen-
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ter and involved in running the
country based on the prevailing
laws. It is also called “whole-pro-
cess peoples Democracy”. In
that, people are participating in
political affairs and democratic
elections, consultations, deci-
sion making, management and
oversight in accordance with the
law.

For the CPC democracy is
an instrument for addressing the
issues that concern the people.
The Communist Party of China
has always adhered to the fol-
lowing basic ideas: First, people’s
democracy is the lifeblood of so-
cialism thus without democra-
cy, there would be no socialism,
socialism modernization or na-
tional rejuvenation. Second, the
running of the country by the
people is the essence and heart
of socialist democracy. Third,
the Chinese socialist path of po-
litical development is the right
path, as it conforms to China’s
national conditions and secures
the position of the people as
master of the country. Fourth,
China’s socialist democracy has
two forms, one the people exer-
cise rights by means of elections
and voting, and two, people
from all sectors of society are

consulted extensively in order to
reach consensus on matters con-
cerning the majority before ma-
jor decision are made. Fifth, the
key to developing China’s social-
ist democracy is to fully leverage
its features and strengths.

China uses this type of De-
mocracy, whereby all power of
the state belongs to the people.
It is through this type of democ-
racy where modern socialist
country is built. Social transfor-
mation refers to the fundamen-
tal change in the way societies
are organized and resources are
distributed. In that, there are
five interconnected dimensions
that include the political, the
economic, the technological, the
demographic and the cultural.
In totality constitute the social
realm.

How do we use to steer Our
Social Transformation?

This type of Democracy can be
used in Tanzanian context so
as to steer Our Social Transfor-
mation through the following
ways: First, by fostering prima-
ry-level democracy through im-
provement of community level
self-governance under the lead-
ership at the community. Sec-



THE LEADERSHIP

January/February/March 2024

v ﬂl*“‘".
J ﬁ-:.:"::w-‘

Congolese Prime Minister Sama Lukonde Kyenge (C) cuts a ribbon to inaugurate a data center in Kinshasa, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), on Nov. 2,
2023. Prime Minister of the Democratic Republic of the Congo Sama Lukonde Kyenge on Thursday inaugurated a data center at the Ministry of Finance, a project built

by the Chinese tech giant Huawei. (PHOTO / Xinhua)

ond, by increasing transparency
in government affairs. Through
establishment of more channels
for the people from various sec-
tor to participate in community
level-governance in an arranged
way. Third, by improvement of
the consultative system via pro-
moting consultations carried
out by political parties, gov-
ernment departments, pressure
groups, community and social
organizations, so as to develop
consultative democracy which is
crucial in whole process people’s
democracy.

Fourth, the government in
power has to comply with the
Constitution. Meaning, Law-
based governance and law -
based exercise of state power.

Having advance rule of law in
domestic and foreign related
affairs in a harmonized man-
ner. Making laws in a well-con-
ceived and democratic way
and in accordance with the law
in due course. Good laws are
made to promote development
and ensure good governance.
Fifth, having a law-based deci-
sion-making process and fully
implemented procedural system
for making major decision. In
that, all legislative work request-
ed to be done in more system-
atic, holistic, coordinated and
responsive manner. Sixth, by en-
hancing the efficiency and cred-
ibility of government adminis-
tration through improvement of
the government responsibility

system, functions, powers and
procedures. Seventh, reforming
judicial system with fully and
faithfully judicial accountability,
the development of a fair, effi-
cient and authoritative judicial
system. This has to be well com-
prehended in such a way people’s
justice need to be served in each
and every judicial case.

Eighth, improving the sys-
tem and mechanisms which
enable public security organs,
courts and other administrative
agencies perform their respec-
tive function with proper coor-
dination. Ninth, fostering public
commitment to larger extent,
public morality and personal
integrity. These initiatives will
raise public moral standards and
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enhance public civility. Tenth,
promoting equal opportunity
to both low-income earners and
middle-income group.

Also, to improve the policy
system for distribution based
on factors of production, with
more avenues so as to enable
low and middle income group
to earn more from production
factors. Eleventh, Improvement
of multi-tiered social security
system which covers the entire
population in urban and rural
areas, the system should be uni-
fied, fair, reliable, well-regulated
and sustainable. Such as medical
insurance and benefits for old
age insurance. The government
is further, supposed to be com-
mitted to the fundamental na-
tional policy of gender equality
and protect the lawful rights and
interest of women, children and
people with disabilities.

Twelfth, the government has
to guarantee equitable access
to basic public services hence
to achieve long term social sta-
bility. Promote the peoples
well-rounded development and
prosperity for all. Thirteenth, to
ensure that people’s wellbeing is
improved in the course of pursu-
ing development and encourage
everyone to work hard together
to meet the people’s aspirations
for better life. This is because
bringing benefits to the people
is the fundamental principle of
governance.

Therefore, the ruling party
is supposed to be committed in
serving the public and exercis-
ing governance for the people.
Fourteenth, strengthening the
national security system and na-
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President of Yanshan University Zhao Dingxuan (L) and Otlogetswe Totolo, vice chancellor at Botswana In-
ternational University of Science and Technology (BIUST), unveil the second Confucius Institute in Palapye,
Botswana, Oct. 31, 2023. BIUST in collaboration with Yanshan University (YSU) from China, launched a
second Confucius Institute on Tuesday in Palapye in the country’s Central District. (PHOTO / Xinhua)

tional securities capabilities that
include having basic moderniza-
tion of national defense and the
armed forces. In that, structure
and composition of the armed
forces will be improved. Fif-
teenth, by promoting education,
science and technology. Also,
talent, culture, sports and health.
Through allocating innovation
resources, proper definition of
roles in the national research
institutes, in universities and in-
crease of investment in science
and technology through diverse
channels.

Lastly, by taking serious steps
to improve Ruling Party conduct
and enforce discipline, including
leading officials and other mem-
ber of the party in all levels. Ad-
ditionally, thorough self - reform
is required in fighting against
corruption. In that, coordinated
and comprehensive steps need
to be taken to ensure that offi-
cials do not have opportunity or
desire to become corrupt.
Conclusion

The fundamental role of all Par-
ty members is to serve people in
the whole heart, maintain peo-
ple centered mindset. In that,
the Party must follow the prin-
ciple of ‘for the people, ‘to the
people;, maintain a close bond
with the people and accept their
criticism and oversight. This will
further, create a powerful collec-
tive force. It is a process, which
may take some time to be real-
ized.

However, it is the model
with clear path of development;
politically, economically, tech-
nologically and culturally. Rul-
ing Party has to lead in every
step towards the achievement
of People’s Democracy. This
will eventually create stable and
united political atmosphere
hence nation advancement will
be attained in every aspect.
Therefore, it is through the
above elaboration the Chinese
people centered democracy
can be used to steer our social
transformation.
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Towards a Global Community of Shared Future:
Theoretical Basis and Practical Logic of Jointly
Advancing the Belt and Road Initiative

By Zhao Kejin

Vice Dean and Professor at the School of Social Sciences, Tsinghua University

e Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) has embarked on a
decade-long journey since

its proposal in 2013 and has gone
through such tough challenges as
the COVID-19, the Ukraine crisis
and intensifying rivalry among ma-
jor countries. Rising to these chal-
lenges head-on, the BRI has shown
strong resilience and vitality. On
the occasion of the 10th anniver-
sary of the vision of a community
with a shared future for mankind,
it is of strategic importance to sum-
marize the decade-long implemen-
tation of the BRI and dig into the
theoretical basis and practical logic
of the high-quality development of
the BRI

The BRI is the Path to a
Community with a Shared
Future for Mankind

As the world is undergoing ma-
jor changes unseen in a century,
humanity is faced with such se-
vere challenges as the deficit in
governance, trust, peace and de-
velopment. Jointly advancing the
BRI is a crucial path to building a
community with a shared future
for mankind.

First, adhering to a correct view
of history, the BRI stands at the
historical height of the theme of

our times and the international
landscape, and provides an in-
sightful answer to where humani-
ty is heading, an important ques-
tion of the world, of history and
of our times. Driven by economic
globalization and the information
technology revolution, peace, de-
velopment, cooperation and com-
mon progress have become the
trend of the times. As a new round
of technological and industrial
revolutions is taking shape, new
momentum for innovation-driven
development is building up. With
ever profound integration of in-
terests, countries are unprecedent—
edly inter-linked. The BRI follows
the general development trend of
today’s world, reflects the grand
transformation of human history,
represents a new vision of pursu-
ing common global development
in an open world economy, differ-
ent from the anti-trend door-clos-
ing approach to development,
represented by unilateralism, pro-
tectionism and xenophobia.
Second, looking at the bigger
picture, the BRI takes into account
both domestic and international
dynamics, advances development
and security in a coordinated way
and builds an international coop-
eration platform enabling benign
interaction between high-quality

development and high-level secu-
rity. In the face of mounting new
problems and challenges since
the beginning of the 21st century,
the US Solution centering on the
Washington Consensus, the Eu-
ropean Solution focusing on pro-
moting regional integration and
the Japanese Solution depending
on government-driven develop-
ment have all fallen off the pedes-
tal and some have even triggered
more serious problems. The BRI
stands as an important attempt to
build an open world economy and
a community with a shared future
for mankind. It is a new develop-
ment strategy and also a great vi-
sion with an eye on the common
development of China, the region
and the whole world. As a Chi-
na-proposed solution for world
peace and development, the BRI
aims to foster a new type of inter-
national relations with win-win
cooperation at the core and has
become an engine to kick off a new
round of world economic growth;
The BRI represents a new devel-
opment vision different from the
Washington Consensus, regional
integration and global hegemony,
and opens up a new path to coor-
dinately promote global develop-
ment and security.

Third, adhering to the correct
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view of roles, the BRI combines
“viewing the world from Chi-
na” and “viewing China from the
world” to accurately get the new
direction of the common develop-
ment of China and the world. As it
pursues development, China fac-
es ever more intense competition
from other major countries. Also
as China advances its overseas in-
terests, it is deeply integrated with
the rest of the world in such fields
as food, energy, resources, tech-
nology, market, and finance, all of
which have become critical factors
affecting its peaceful development.
In essence, the BRI focuses on
global public issues and people’s
needs, follows the principles of
extensive consultation, joint con-
tribution and shared benefits and
leverages on bilateral, sub-region-
al, regional and global mechanisms
to promote the orderly and free
flow of economic factors, efficient
allocation of resources and close
integration of markets. The BRI
also aims to facilitate coordina-
tion of economic policies among
countries, promote closer region-
al cooperation at a larger scale
and higher level, jointly create an
open, inclusive, balanced regional
economic cooperation framework
that delivers benefits to all and in-
novate the actions, processes, and
structures of global public goods.
Therefore, the BRI is essentially a
global public good with extensive
consultation, joint contribution
and shared benefits for all par-
ties, featuring non-competition,
non-exclusiveness and non-zero
sum. Any country, whether it is a
BRI partner or not, is welcomed to
join this inclusive community with
shared interests, shared future and
shared responsibilities.
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Local employees display seedlings at the China‘aided
Nigeria Agricultural Technology Demonstration Cen-
ter in Abuja, Nigeria, on September 19, 2023.

Theoretical Basis for High-
Quality Belt and Road
Cooperation

From the grand perspective
of building a community with a
shared future for mankind, the
BRI, as an international public
good, follows the basic principles
of consensus-driven development,
joint contribution of multiple
parties, equal responsibilities and
rights, composite representation,
openness and inclusiveness.

I. Consensus-Driven Develop-
ment

American scholar Robert D.
Putnam defines social capital as
value norms of reciprocity and
mutual trust formed on the basis of
trust with “features of social organ-
ization” that facilitate coordination
and cooperation to improve social
efficiency. As an initiative focus-
ing on international cooperation
and development, the BRI cannot
work without social capital based
on international exchanges and
dialogues and supported by con-
sensus and trust. Serving as a plat-

form for international exchanges,
the BRI is well-positioned to foster
consensus and trust in the interna-
tional community, ignite mutual
love and care, and build up social
capital. Once the international so-
cial capital is built up and fully un-
leashed, the BRI will advance like
a fire on the prairie. Within the
BRI framework, the top priority
of international cooperation is to
promote government-to-govern-
ment policy communication and
cement people-to-people bond.

On the one hand, policy com-
munication is the main channel
for the accumulation of govern-
ment social capital and the key
to expanding the convergence of
national interests of the BRI part-
ner countries. Through policy
communication and diplomatic
dialogue, different countries work
together to enhance inter-connec-
tivity, seek common development
by fully exercising complementary
advantages, integrate and consoli-
date resources to achieve an effect
as a whole system is greater than
the sum of the parts.

On the other hand, peo-



ple-to-people bond is the social
foundation for the BRI develop-
ment and the fundamental foot-
hold of the steady progress of the
BRI. Recent years have witnessed
the rapid growth of various types
of think tanks worldwide. These
think tanks in BRI partner coun-
tries carry out joint studies and
research, co-host fora and even
host summit when sufficient con-
ditions are in place. As they pool
efforts for policy research on the
BRI, they provide strong intellec-
tual support for the deepening of
the BRI development.

IL. Joint Contribution of Multiple
Parties

As a long-term plan, the BRI
cannot be achieved with the efforts
of merely one or two countries, but
rather calls for the concerted efforts
of all BRI partner countries. In the
past decade, different from the Or-
ganization for Economic Cooper-
ation and Development (OECD)
established by Western developed
countries and its institutional ap-
proach with emphasis on the mak-
ing of standards and norms, the
BRI has created and championed a
new model of international coop-
eration which relies on the concert-
ed efforts and joint contribution of
all partner countries. Relevant par-
ties are allowed to extensively dis-
cuss arrangements for investment
returns, determine their rights and
obligations, and receive agreed
benefits. The core of the BRI is to
promote various forms of mutu-
ally beneficial cooperation among
governments, enterprises, social
organizations and civil society or-
ganizations and jointly build a new
comprehensive platform with the
participation of multiple parties
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and covering various sectors.

III. Equal Responsibilities and
Rights

Clearly-defined and equal re-
sponsibilities and rights are the
fundamental principles that en-
sure the successful operation of
all the organizations. While the
responsibility-power  relationship
is static in the OECD and other
existing international organiza-
tions, the rights a BRI partner as-
sumes is equal to the responsibility
it shoulders. If a partner takes on
more responsibility in a certain
area, it enjoys a larger share of eq-
uity in the joint contribution and
thus assumes more rights. Some
rights are established by formal
organizational identity, while oth-
ers are authenticated by flexible
norms. Countries might position
themselves differently in terms
of responsibilities and rights in
different topic areas. Within the
framework of cooperation among
countries, sovereign countries and
inter-governmental international
organizations, which are the pri-
mary legitimate representatives,
enjoy equal status regardless of
their sizes, wealth, and strength.
Within the framework of coopera-
tion among state and non-state ac-
tors, non-state actors are support-
ed to access equal opportunities
for participation with state actors,
and their powers are defined in
accordance with their responsibil-
ities. On the BRI platform, all ac-
tors, in accordance with the rules
of procedures and on the basis of
self-determined will, mutual ben-
efit, cooperation and interaction,
reach consensus on projects, top-
ics, challenges and other issues
of common concern through
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equal-footing consultation and
take concerted actions.

IV. Composite Representation

In accordance with the princi-
ple of equal responsibilities and
powers, the BRI has established an
institutionalized channel of com-
posite representation and opened
its door to all countries, interna-
tional organizations and non-state
actors. For example, the Belt and
Road Summit for International
Cooperation held in Beijjing in
May 2017 has welcomed repre-
sentatives from countries, inter-
national organizations, non-gov-
ernmental organizations and even
individuals interested in the BRI
All representatives centered on
certain topics, aimed to create and
provide international public goods
and were driven by joint contribu-
tion and agreed norms to advance
the implementation of specific co-
operation projects. The compos-
ite representation is significant in
that it expands the means through
which citizens, enterprises and
civil society organizations could
engage in the BRI and it mobiliz-
es the enthusiasm and creativity of
social forces that have long been
on the periphery of international
cooperation.

V. Openness and Inclusiveness

Openness and inclusiveness
are the most essential principles
governing the operation of the
BRI. The vast majority of interna-
tional cooperation mechanisms
have been so far established upon
unique cultural backgrounds.
Whether the well-known interna-
tional systems and norms domi-
nated by Western countries, or the
cooperation mechanisms in the Is-
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lamic world, Africa, Latin America
or other non-Western regions, they
can only be accurately interpreted
within a framework of civilization
and culture. While the OECD em-
phasizes mainstream European
and American values, the BRI re-
spects diverse social cultures and
never presupposes the values of
a certain civilization. Within the
framework of BRI cooperation, all
parties reach consensus through
dialogue, exchange and consulta-
tion, adopt different arrangements
on different issues, and never pur-
sue unified solutions. Moreover,
the BRI never adopts an exclusive
approach towards any countries,
international organizations or
social organizations. The BRI is
open and inclusive towards any
parties with interest in engaging in
the BRI cooperation, no matter in
what capacity, in which topics and
to what extent they wish to involve.

Practical Logic of High-Quality
BRI Cooperation

In review of the decade-long
devotion to the building of a com-
munity with a shared future for
mankind, we will definitely come
to the sober realization that the
BRI cooperation means a long,
complicated and undulating pro-
cess. To advance the high-quality
BRI development, it is imperative
to set up an evaluation and assess-
ment system for the overall devel-
opment. In view of the closeness
of the BRI regional cooperation
architecture, an evaluation system
consisting of five indicators, in-
cluding level of inter-connectivity,
familiarity, participation, govern-
ance and recognition, can be set
up to systematically assess the pro-
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gress of the BRI development.

The first is the level of inter-con-
nectivity. It calls for an integrated
approach to plan, implement and
manage relevant projects to push
forward the BRI infrastructure
inter-connectivity. The infrastruc-
ture construction projects should
be connected with government
departments, enterprises and so-
cieties of the partner countries
and a central platform integrat-
ing planning, implementation,
management and service should
be set up. Efforts should also be
made to form a governance sys-
tem engaging multiple stakehold-
ers that focuses on the connection
and synergy of policies, technical
standards, development plans, im-
plementation and management of
projects, social norms and cultures
to promote in-depth inter-connec-
tivity of infrastructure.

The second is the level of famili-
arity. The infrastructure inter-con-
nectivity ultimately serves to facili-
tate the flow of elements including
that of people among countries.
More frequent exchange of per-
sons indicates higher level of fa-
miliarity among the BRI partner
countries. Therefore, it is impera-
tive to closely assess the familiar-
ity among the people of partner
countries in terms of the scope,
frequency and quality of their ex-
changes, as a means to evaluate the
progress of the BRI development.

The third is the level of partici-
pation. The BRI development is a
process of wider participation and
deeper cooperation. The scope,
scale, degree, quality, outcomes
of participation (by both institu-
tions and individuals) can serve
as critical indicators for evaluat-
ing the level of participation. For a

specific project, it is easy to mon-
itor the participation of relevant
countries, enterprises, and social
organizations. For cooperation
mechanisms and frameworks, we
can monitor the level of partici-
pation through the lens of mem-
bership, subscribed shares and
frequency of participation.

The fourth is the level of govern-
ance. The BRI development can-
not progress without taking into
consideration such issues as insti-
tution building, assigning rights
and responsibilities, standardizing
collective actions and fulfilling
norms. Since the BRI governance
is of cross-border, multi-sector
and multi-actor composite nature,
its evaluation should focus on the
level of institutionalization of such
multiple actors as governments,
enterprises and non-governmen-
tal organizations in the process of
addressing a certain issue. The BRI
development can take the World-
wide  Governance Indicators,
which are influential composite in-
dicators, as references to build up a
governance evaluation system.

The fifth is the level of recogni-
tion. The level of recognition refers
to how people in partner countries
understand and evaluate the BRI.
Pursuing high-quality BRI devel-
opment is a process of improving
the level of recognition by partner
countries. The important aspects
of evaluating the recognition of
the BRI include whether people
realize that their countries are
within the scope of BRI, whether
they recognize a sense of belong-
ing in the circle of BRI friends, and
whether they recognize the BRI on
the basis of other sense of belong-
ing (to locality, ethnicity, state and
region).
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By Prof Shadrack S. Mwakalila and Dr. Evaristo Haulle
Mwalimu Nyerere Memorial Academy

hina for over a century has

had a strong influence on

the global scale including
Africa. As such several of the ini-
tiatives introduced by China have
had a global impact to both devel-
oped and developing countries.
Of importance, Africa has been
beneficiary to most of introduced
Chinese policies while Western
countries have been positioning
how they deal with Africa.

On March 15th 2023, Pres-
ident Xi Jinping introduced the
Global Civilization Initiative
which aspires to advance hu-
manity’s modernization process
and building a community with a
shared future for mankind. With
introduction of this initiative each
part of the world has thorough
necessity to chart out and ponder
on how the initiative will be ben-
eficial or detrimental to their de-
velopment so that they can strate-
gically position themselves for the
same.

Africa which has enjoyed
strong relationship with China
which date from 15th century
but got more renewed in 1950s
is one among the region for in-
tensely discussion of the initiative.
This article while appreciating the
on-going debate by the public in-
tellectuals holds on possibilities of
African reaping in bounds of the
imitative and so became active

player in the global civilization.
Given the current econom-
ic growth of African and its cur-
rent strategic position among the
global partners Africa through
the initiative will increase its in-
vestments, improve international
repute, save as the trusted global
partner, increase scientific pursuit,
innovation and further harness its
natural resources to further bet-
ter life of its people. However, to
harness to the fullest Africa needs
to highly invest in human capital
by developing both hard and soft
skills to partake fully the GCL.
Scholarly articles show that
the world is currently grappling
with forces in which each country
is striving to ensure that its form
of economic structure, political
system and social formation span-
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ning from language use, belief sys-
tem is embraced as an ideal form
of living and so the civilization and
modernisation. For about four
centuries African continent has
been entrenched into adopting a
certain form of global civilization
and modernisation which was im-
ported by foreign countries.

It started with Arabs and Por-
tuguese altogether who stormed
the African continent and started
spreading their cultural imperialist
as superior against the uncivilised
and barbaric African. As a result,
strategy to ensure every individu-
al embraces what was regarded as
global civilization by then was insti-
tuted through belief system mostly
Islamic among Arabs. Through
that the dressing codes, singing,
praying, eating style amongst oth-

Landmark Chinese-built interchange best known as Kijazi Inter-
change located at Ubungo in the commercial city of Dar es Salaam.
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ers ware to be embraced and failure
of that such countries were consid-
ered uncivilized.

Itis through this effort that Chi-
na has been at the forefront to en-
sure it continues to design diverse
policy issues which can be applied
not only within China but beyond.
And through this Africa which
have been in contact with China
since 15th century when Chinese
traders visited Africa. However,
the modern relationship between
China and Africa was built in 1955
during the Bandung conference.
Since then, the relations with Africa
are based upon trade, investments,
aid and a number of development
programs according to literary re-
cords. Through all the time efforts
have been made to ensure that the
Chinas relationship with Africa is
based on mutual benefit, mutual
cooperation and mutual participa-
tion.

Before underscoring what
Global Civilization entails and its
overall implication to global land-
scape and Africa in particular it
is essential to conceptualise what
civilization is and the moderni-
sation in its literary form. While
meanings of the two terms may
literarily differ, their final con-
sumptions are equally the same.
That is, while modernisation en-
compasses transformation of so-
ciety from traditional life to the
advanced, then civilization refer
to the society ways of living at the
modernised level which differs
from the traditional ones.

According to Atlas (1972)
modernisation refers to the ideol-
ogy, attitude or mentality that sub-
ordinates traditions to the modern.
He further proffered that the trait
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of modernization include the ra-
tionalisation of economic and po-
litical life, rapid urbanisation, and
industrialisation, differentiation in
social structure and greater popu-
lar involvement in public affair.

On the other hand, anoth-
er scholar named Armour in his
1999 publication explain civiliza-
tion as a fundamental organising
culture, a set of practices and be-
liefs which orients people around
a common outlook and which
is capable of bringing together a
number of subcultures.

As well recounted by Kamali
(2005) the actual modernization
and civilization began in Europe
in 18th century and then spread
throughout the world which en-
compasses specific pattern of so-
cial and economic changes cov-
ering the utilisation of scientific
knowledge to increase aspects of
human life. The view that mod-
ernisation and civilization is also
shared by Arowolo (2010) who
attested Western civilization and
culture began to creep into Af-
rican socio-cultural milieu, first,
with the contact of Europeans
with Africa, a consequence of Ber-
lin conference in the quest for im-
perial pilfering of African resourc-
es and, later, consolidated by the
unstoppable wave of globalisation.

However, there is no ultimate
level of modernity and civilization
since human being continues en-
deavouring utilising his intellect
for scientific pursuit which may
generate new form of moderni-
sation and civilization like the
current form of civilisation under
discussion, Global Civilization
Initiative.

Global Civilization initiative:

The Chinese Perspective

The Global Civilization Initia-
tive (GCI) is the recent Chinese
move which was introduced by
President Xi Jinping at the CPC
in Dialogue with World Political
Parties High-Level Meeting. The
GCI aspires to inject strong im-
petus into advancing humanity’s
modernization process and build-
ing a community with a shared
future for mankind, according to
Xiao Liang in his 2023 publication.

Xiao Liang says the GCI was
introduced in order to address
the current governance challeng-
es, economic disruption, climate
challenges, global unrest due to
war and displacement amongst
others. The GCI also aspires to
address the worst poverty that
the world is still encountering
especially in the global South,
fight all pandemic and epidemic
disease like the worst witnessed
COVID-19.

It is important to hold that
the initiative aims at serving as
an alternative model to the West-
ern-dominated principles aimed
at rule-based international order.
This order encompasses the West-
ern overbearing in its manner of
promoting its concept of democ-
racy and universal human rights,
as well as the economic models
and belief systems.

It is strongly believed that
the future of all countries are
closely connected, tolerance, co-
existence, exchanges and mutual
learning among different civili-
zations play an irreplaceable role
in advancing humanity’s mod-
ernization process and making
the garden of world civilizations
flourish.
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Chinese Modernization: Fundamental Way
to Achieve Great Rejuvenation for Its Nation

By Adam Raphael Kihaka

Assistant Lectuterer at The Mwalimu Nyerere Memorial
Academy, Department of Geography and History

ince the dawn of modernity,

the Chinese people have as-

pired to national revitaliza-
tion and modernization. The great
rejuvenation of the Chinese coun-
try is now inevitable from a histor-
ical perspective, and the Chinese
path to modernization is the clear
way to achieve it.

A two-step strategic strategy
has been approved by China. The
first step is to essentially realize so-
cialist modernization from 2020
through 2035. The second phase
is to transform China into a great
modern socialist country that is
prosperous, strong, democratic,
culturally advanced, harmonious,
and beautiful from 2035 through
the middle of this century. In this
sense, this article is focused on the
characteristics of Chinese mod-
ernization, its guiding principles,
and the lesson that Africa should
take away from it in order to ex-
perience significant rejuvenation.
The Chinese path to moderniza-
tion is characterized by five dis-
tinctive features that are unique to
the Chinese context which are as
follows;

Firstly, Chinese path to mod-
ernization is the modernization of
a huge population. China has 18%
of the world’s population, 56 ethic
groups and a vast territory, with

remarkable regional differences
and diversity. Chinas moderniza-
tion is making 1.4 billion people
live a prosperous and dignified
life, which is an important contri-
bution to world development as
well.

Secondly, Chinese path to
modernization is the moderniza-
tion of common prosperity for
all. “The country is the people,
and the people is the country’,
an often-quoted golden verses by
General Secretary Xi Jinping, is
a vivid expression of CPC’s peo-
ple-centered governance philoso-
phy. China has succeeded to fight
against the gap between the rich
and the poor and won the war

against poverty. The CPC is dedi-
cated to pursuing the happiness of
the Chines people by ensuring hu-
man progress and world harmony.

Thirdly, Chinese path to mod-
ernization is the modernization
of material and cultural-ethical
advancement. We all know that
China has succeeded in preserv-
ing and maintaining her culture
for a very long time; there is no/
little cultural intrusion from other
countries such as Western coun-
tries, which has helped China to
avoid various social problems
such as moral and value distor-
tion, and social disorder. The Chi-
nese path to modernization seeks
to integrate material and spiritual

Qinhuangdao Economic, Technological Dev’t Zone to build equipment manufacturing base:
Workers operate equipment at the workshop of a voltage transformer manufacturing company

at the Qinhuangdao Economic and Technological Development Zone, north China’s Hebei Prov-
ince, Nov. 5, 2023. (PHOTO / Xinhua)
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civilizations, with humanism and
humanistic care at its foundation.

Fourthly, the Chinese path to
modernization is the moderniza-
tion of harmony between human-
ity and nature. Based on the histo-
ry of development in many parts
of the world resulting in serious
environmental problems, China
is committed to sustainable devel-
opment and is making significant
efforts to develop a low-carbon
economy with a goal of reducing
carbon dioxide emissions. This
is to demonstrate that China is
committed to sustainable devel-
opment, which will help the world
maintain its status as a better place
to live.

Fifthly, the Chinese path to
modernization is the modern-
ization of peaceful development.
China believes that peaceful de-
velopment is in Chinas best in-
terests. One of the primary goals
of Chinese diplomacy is to foster
a favorable external environment
for the countrys development.
China promotes peace, develop-
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Major project in China’s largest ultra-deep oilfield kicks off operation:
This aerial photo taken on Nov. 4, 2023 shows a major gas and oil processing station in the
Fuman oilfield in northwest China’s Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region. (PHOTO / Xinhua)

ment, cooperation, and mutual
benefit, and urges the internation-
al community to work together to
create a community with a shared
future for humanity. The follow-
ing principles guide the Chinese
path to modernization.

First, upholding and strength-
ening the Party’s overall leader-
ship. According to independent
polls and surveys conducted by
foreign institutions such as Har-
vard University and Edelman Pub-
lic Relations Consultancy Firm,
the CPC and Chinese government
enjoy the support of more than
90 percent of the Chinese peo-
ple. China’s modemization can be
achieved only by steadfastly de-
fending the leadership of the CPC,
a political party with widespread
endorsement and support among
the Chinese people.

Second, following the path
of socialism with Chinese char-
acteristics. China has completed
an industrialization process that
took developed countries sever-
al centuries in the space of a few

decades, resulting in the two mir-
acles of rapid economic growth
and long-term social stability. The
path of socialism with Chinese
characteristics has fully demon-
strated that it conforms to the re-
alities of China, reflects the will of
the Chinese people, and meets the
requirements of the times.

Third, applying a people-cen-
tered development philosophy.
China ensure that development is
for the people and by the people
and that its fruits are shared by the
people. They must do a better job
of seeing that the gains of mod-
ernization benefit all the people
fairly.

Fourth, remaining committed
to deepening reform and open-
ing up. They must work hard to
remove deep-seated institutional
barriers so as to continuously im-
bue their socialist modernization
endeavors with fresh dynamism
and vitality.

Fifth, carrying forward the
fighting spirit. However, China is
confronting obstacles and chal-



lenges head on, ensuring both
development and security, and
digging deep to overcome the
difficulties and challenges that lie
ahead.

What can Africa learn from
Chinese modernization?

One, African countries should
adopt Chinas development mod-
el where by over the last three
decades China has grown rapid-
ly and continues to do so, and it
is now the world’s second largest
economy. The state-led develop-
ment model has elevated develop-
ment to the top of China’s priori-
ties. China has grown richer, more
powerful, more visible. As devel-
oping countries seek new models
of development and governance,
the China model offers a workable
solution. Because the establish-
ment of special economic zones
aided Chinas economic develop-
ment and diversification, African
countries may adopt the model
for long-term development.

Two, if China succeeded in
having democracy with Chi-
nese characteristics hence Africa
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should have democracy with Afri-
can characteristics since electoral
democracy just is not suitable for
all nations, and those developing
countries including Africa need
stability and economic develop-
ment before they could afford
the luxuries of liberal democracy
and personal liberty as in a West-
ern countries. African countries
should redefine the term democ-
racy based on our context, the
focus should be to achieve eco-
nomic freedom rather than po-
litical campaigns. Also African
democracy should focus on good
governance which will reflect the
reforms in practices at all levels of
government in response to emerg-
ing social, political, economic,
and environmental issues. African
countries should not allow West-
ern countries to define democracy
for them.

Third, African countries
should diversify their exports by
identifying markets for African
manufactured goods in China
and expanding preferential trade
access to Chinese markets.

Cutting-edge technologies, new products debut at 6th CIIE:
This photo taken on Nov. 5, 2023 shows a John Deere 8600 forage harvester displayed at
- the 6th China International Import Expo (CIIE) in east China’s Shanghai. The 6th China
k. International Import Expo kicked off here on Sunday, with many cutting-edge technolo-
= gies and new products making their debuts at the event. (PHOTO / Xinhua)
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Four, Africa should accept
China as the best development
partner. It is Africas largest trad-
ing partner, bilateral creditor and a
crucial source of infrastructure in-
vestment. Chinese firms account
for an estimated one-eighth of the
continent’s industrial output. Chi-
nese-built digital infrastructure is
critical to the platforms on which
Africans communicate. Politi-
cal, military and security ties are
becoming closer. Understanding
the China-Africa relationship is
a two way development. African
countries so far, China’s foreign
investment in Africa has had the
greatest impact on infrastructure
development. Following China’s
domestic experience of massive
infrastructure investment en-
abling advanced growth, they
have begun the same process in
Africa.

Five, African countries should
improve technology transfer and
maximize positive spillover effects
from foreign investment by re-
quiring local labor and content, as
several African countries do.

Lastly, African  countries
should continue to respect hu-
man rights in light of the African
context. African human rights are
constrained by culture, norms,
and traditions, and what is consid-
ered human rights in other coun-
tries, particularly Western coun-
tries, contradict African culture
and traditions. African countries
should not accept other coun-
tries to guard their rights. Human
rights on our continent must be
preserved and maintained in or-
der to avoid a variety of social is-
sues such as moral and value dis-
tortion in African communities.

39



INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Creating a New Era for Global
Civilization Development by
Deepening Exchanges and

Mutual Learning

By Li Yuan

Executive Vice President and Professor of the Institute of
International Studies at Shandong University

n March 15, 2023, Gen-
eral Secretary Xi Jinping
proposed for the first time

the Global Civilization Initiative
(GCI) at the CPC in Dialogue with
World Political Parties High-level
Meeting. The GCI, like the Glob-
al Development Initiative and the
Global Security Initiative, is anoth-
er important public good provided
by China in the new era to address
common global challenges and
build a shared future for humanity.
2023 marks the tenth anniversary
of General Secretary Xi Jinping’s
proposal of building a community
with a shared future for mankind
and the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI). The GCI has further ex-
panded the means and pathways
towards the building of a commu-
nity with a shared future for man-
kind, enriched the ideological con-
notation of the BRI, and offered
Chinese solutions and contributed
Chinese wisdom to promoting the
exchanges and mutual learning of
civilizations as well as advancing
progress of human civilization.

In recent years, the internation-
al landscape has been undergoing
profound changes. The various
conflicts among different cultures
and civilizations have not yet been
eliminated, and noises hyping up
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the notions such as superiority of
certain civilizations and clash of civ-
ilizations have been lingering in the
international public opinion arena.
However, in the east of world, Chi-
na in the new era has been exploring
ways of interaction among nations
and civilizations with its unique
cultural spirit. With the continuous
development of Chinese modern-
ization, China has forged its own
unique vision on civilizations. Gen-
eral Secretary Xi Jinping pointed out
at the CPC in Dialogue with World
Political Parties High-level Meeting
that “As the future of all countries
are closely connected, tolerance,
coexistence, exchanges and mutual
learning among different civiliza-
tions play an irreplaceable role in ad-
vancing humanity’s modernization
process and making the garden of
world civilizations flourish” Based
on the features of the times and the
development context of China, the
GCI encapsulates the Chinese wis-
dom of state governance in the new
era, follows the trend of world mod-
ernization and the law of human
civilization development. With the
GCI in mind, China will join hands
with all countries to create a new
era for global civilization coopera-
tion through exchanges and mutual
learning among civilizations.

Diversity of civilizations
is a Necessary Law of the
Development of Human History
Human history is one of plural
civilizations prospering together in
diversity. Interaction, collison and
integration of different civilizations
have brought about possibilities for
progress of human society and paint-
ed a colorful picture of the world
moving forward. As early as remote
antiquity, human beings created a va-
riety of colorful original civilizations,
including, among others, the Meso-
potamia civilization, the Nile River
Valley civilization, the Indus Valley
civilization, the Yellow River and
Yangtze River civilization, the Maya
civilization, which all brimmed with
unique splendors. 2000 years ago,
Confucius and Lao-tzu in China,
Socrates and Plato in ancient Greece
and other great thinkers emerged,
who were just like bright stars shin-
ing together and became high moun-
tains that later generations look up
to. The ideological propositions and
ethical principles they put forward
created cultural traditions of differ-
ent ancient civilizations and jointly lit
up the sparks of the age of reason in
human civilization.



Dancers perform during a ceremony

to welcome Chinese tourists at Tambo
International Airport on March 29, 2023
in Johannesburg, South Africa.

With the opening of new trade
routes, individuals from different
civilizations set foot on each oth-
er’s territory more frequently. The
exchanges and cooperation among
civilizations gave impetus to the
progress of human society. The
four great inventions of China were
transmitted to Europe via the Arab
world, which promoted the Re-
naissance and the religious reform
and facilitated the emancipation of
mind and social progress in Europe;
Zheng He made seven voyages by
his treasure-loaded ship to the West-
ern seas and spread advanced tech-
nologies to the South Seas, which
led to civilization and enlightenment
of local communities; Matteo Ricci
and Xu Guanggqi jointly translated
the Elementorum by Euclid, which
marked the beginning of the ex-
changes between Chinese and West-
ern science. It can be seen that the
exchanges and mutual learning of
civilizations served as a basic form
of human social interaction in his-
tory, and has great significance for
the common prosperity of human
civilizations. Connectivity between
regional civilizations and inclusion
of global civilizations have provided

THE LEADERSHIP

an inexhaustible source of nutrients
for the emergence of new philoso-
phies and new ideas, pushing for the
continued development of human
civilizations in all forms.

However, the industrial revolution
has led to rapid changes in balance
of power between countries. With
the expansion of colonialism, the
diversity of world civilizations has
been severely challenged. After two
world wars, the world established
the basic order and rules for inter-
national relations and entered a pe-
riod based on independent nation
states. After more than a hundred
years of endeavors, a vast number
of developing countries have finally
embarked on their own moderniza-
tion paths, and the collective rise of
diverse groups has become an inev-
itable trend of world development.
Consequently, many ancient civili-
zations have regained their vitality
and confidence, bringing the world
civilizations back to the track of di-
versified and inclusive development
featuring open dialogue, mutual
learning and drawing on each other’s
strengths. The diversity of human
civilizations is bound to reappear,
and the relations among civilizations
are bound to return to equality. This
is the general trend of human histor-
ical development and the aspiration
of the people. General Secretary Xi
Jinping stressed in the GCI that “We
advocate the respect for the diver-
sity of civilizations. Countries need
to uphold the principles of equal-
ity, mutual learning, dialogue and
inclusiveness among civilizations,
and let cultural exchanges transcend
estrangement, mutual learning
transcend clashes, and coexistence
transcend feelings of superiority”
China in the new era, guided by the
vision of equality, mutual learning,
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dialogue and inclusiveness among
different civilizations, has become a
practitioner and promoter of global
civilization exchanges and mutual
learning, contributing Chinese wis-
dom and Chinese strength to pro-
moting diversity, coexistence and
development of human civilizations.

Exchanges and Mutual
Learning of Civilizations Have a
Profound Bearing on Peace and
Development of the World

As human society enters the glo-
balization era, the exchanges and
communication among civilizations
have been more intensive than ever
before, providing a strong impetus
for social development and progress.
However, in recent years, the inter-
national political and economic situ-
ation has been rapidly changing, with
anti-globalization thoughts being on
the rise and all kinds of conflict hap-
pening frequent. In dealing with the
multiple challenges facing the world,
the significance of exchanges and
mutual learning among civilizations
has become more prominent.

Exchanges and mutual learning
among civilizations are an impor-
tant driving force for peace and de-
velopment of the world. Facing nev-
er ceasing gunfires, haunting terrors
and piling conflicts in today’s world,
neither Francis Fukuyamas “the end
of history” nor Samuel Huntington's
“clash of civilizations” can change
the crises and dilemmas of the con-
temporary mankind. These theories,
in final analysis, advocate the stand-
ards of Western civilization and de-
viate from the spirit of exchanges
and mutual learning among civiliza-
tions. The reality of today’s world has
proven that the attempts of putting
a certain civilization above another,
dividing the world into irreconcila-
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ble blocs and ignoring the possibility
for harmonious coexistence among
civilizations will gravely obstruct the
relations among different countries
and peaceful and stable develop-
ment of international order. Gener-
al Secretary Xi Jinping stressed that
“We advocate the common values of
humanity. Peace, development, eq-
uity, justice, democracy and freedom
are the common aspirations of all
peoples. Countries need to keep an
open mind in appreciating the per-
ceptions of values by different civ-
ilizations, and refrain from impos-
ing their own values or models on
others and from stoking ideological
confrontation.” The common values
of humanity provide fundamental
guidelines for all parties. Refraining
from imposing ones own values and
models to others is a manifestation
of political civilization and repre-
sents the historical trend of human
development. Human history tells
us that the attempt to establish a uni-
fied world with a single civilization
is only an unrealistic fantasy. Only
by respecting the political systems,
economic systems and religious phi-
losophies under different historical
backgrounds, cultural traditions and
special national conditions, and by
enhancing peoples recognition of
harmony without uniformity and
inclusiveness of civilizations, can
mankind find a way of coexistence
among civilizations that eliminates
barriers and misunderstandings,
resolves clashes and conflicts, and
ensures lasting peace and common
development of the world.

The exchanges and mutual learn-
ing among civilizations can help
countries better inherit and develop
their traditional cultures. Thousands
of years of human civilizations have
produced beautiful and colorful
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fine traditional cultures in different
countries, which well ground pro-
found cultural and ethical pursuit of
all peoples and represent the unique
cultural identity of different nations.
The fine traditional culture ofa coun-
try belongs not only to its nation, but
also to the whole world. How to treat
our own traditional cultures? This
is a question that any country must
address well in the modernization
process. For this question, General
Secretary Xi Jinping offered a clear
answer in proposing the GCI, “We
advocate the importance of inher-
itance and innovation of civiliza-
tions. Countries need to fully har-
ness the relevance of their histories
and cultures to the present times,
and push for creative transformation
and innovative development of their
fine traditional cultures” The ex-
changes and mutual learning among
civilizations can help traditional cul-
tures of various countries to spread
widely to the world, and at the same
time help them absorb the essence of
various ideas and cultural elements,
thus bringing these traditional cul-
tures fully up to date and enhancing
their vitality and influence.
Exchanges and mutual learn-
ing among civilizations will be the
main driver for globalization in
the post-pandemic era. As the in-
ternational community is moving
fast to remove the negative impact
of COVID-19, the development
and prosperity of the world call for
mutual understanding, mutual ex-
changes, mutual learning and com-
mon development among different
civilizations, so as to break the stub-
born mindset of anti-globalization.
In face of global challenges, the wis-
dom and strength of civilizations
are all the more needed to provide
in-depth guidance for survival and

development of all nations and all
countries. Chinas proposal for glo-
balization in the post-pandemic era
refrains from drawing ideological
lines, not engaging in values-orient-
ed diplomacy, not targeting a third
party, nor forming exclusive bloc.
Instead, China advocates the respect
for diversity and differences and
works to build a community with a
shared future for mankind. Building
such a community is not only about
close cooperation in the material
dimension, but also about building
a cohesive consensus in the cultural
and ethical dimension and strength-
ening the bonds of identity. Through
inter-civilization exchanges and mu-
tual learning, countries can enhance
mutual understanding and mutual
recognition, take into account the
reasonable concerns of other coun-
tries while pursuing their own inter-
ests, and promote common develop-
ment of all countries while seeking
their own development.

China is a Firm Practitioner
and Promoter of Exchanges
and Mutual Learning Among
Civilizations

Since ancient times, China has
forged a vision of diversity, tolerance
and mutual learning on civilizations
through its peaceful and friendly in-
teractions with different countries
and civilizations. The ancient Chi-
nese sages have long realized that
there is no such thing as a uniform
standard for everything in the world.
Therefore, the respect for diversity
and commitment to the harmoni-
ous coexistence have been trans-
formed into the essence of thoughts
and ideas nurtured in the ancient
Chinese wisdom. It was observed
in the Book of Rites that “All living
things can grow in harmony with-



out hurting one another, and differ-
ent ways can run in parallel without
interfering with one another”. This
observation profoundly points out
that the development of things is
not possible without pursuing com-
mon ground while shelving differ-
ences and seeking openness and
inclusiveness. During the Western
Han Dynasty, the ancient Silk Road
opened up by China not only served
as aroad of economic exchanges, but
also a road of cultural exchanges and
inter-civilization dialogue. The an-
cient Silk Road opened the window
of interaction and dialogue between
Arab and Western civilizations along
the route. The connectivity of peo-
ple, commodities and ideas greatly
drove the common progress of civ-
ilizations along the Silk Road. At the
same time, when facing the colorful
external cultures, China opened the
door of inclusion and integration
with a broad mind. With the arriv-
al of different cultures, an inclusive
ideological and cultural system com-
bining Confucianism, Buddhism
and Taoism came into being.

With the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence as its diplomatic guid-
abce, China adheres to the diplomatic
guideline of seeking common ground
while reserving differences, and is
committed to engaging in inter-civi-
lization exchanges and dialogues with
all ethnic groups and regions on an
equal and harmonious basis. Espe-
cially since the reform and opening
up, China has held high the banner
of peace and development, partic-
ipated extensively in the dialogue
and exchanges among countries and
civilizations with its independent
foreign policy of peace. China has
promoted joint cooperation through
joint participation, maintained long-
term friendly dialogue and coopera-
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tion with the majority of third world
countries, and gradually established
relatively stable diplomatic and dia-
logue relations with the world’s major
countries, especially with the Western
countries. In the process of exchanges
and mutual learning, China has al-
ways been committed to promoting
South-South cooperation and North-
South dialogue, and enhancing co-
ordination and cooperation with
emerging and developing countries.
China has worked together with de-
veloping countries to seek opportuni-
ties and prospects for modernization
and social progress.

Since the 18th CPC National Con-
gress, General Secretary Xi Jinping
has set great store by the exchanges
and mutual learning among civili-
zations and proposed a new vision
on civilization, which outlines the
way forward for the development
of diverse civilizations. Taking into
consideration both the domestic
and international situation, China
in the new era has successively put
forward important ideas such as the
initiative to build a community with
a shared future for mankind, the
Belt and Road Initiative, the Global
Development Initiative, the Global
Security Initiative and the Global
Civilization Initiative, demonstrat-
ing China’s broad mind and sense of
responsibility to work for peace and
development of the whole world.

Not only is China an advocate of
civilization exchanges and mutual
learning, but even more so its prac-
titioner and promoter. Guided by
the vision of building a community
with a shared future for mankind,
China has been advancing inter-civ-
ilization exchanges and dialogue
through concrete actions. Com-
mitting to the exchanges and inte-
gration of diverse civilizations and
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focusing on high-quality Belt and
Road cooperation, China has been
vigorously advancing Belt and Road
people-to-people connectivity and
has built cooperation networks in
education, health, sports and tour-
ism, among others. China has devel-
oped new models for dialogue and
cooperation among civilizations. It
has established a series of platforms
for inter-civilization dialogue, in-
cluding the CPC in Dialogue with
World Political Parties High-level
Meeting, Conference on Dialogue
of Asian Civilizations, Conference
on Dialogue Between Chinese and
African Civilizations. All these plat-
forms have become mechanisms
for open and equal communication
among civilizations, providing last-
ing and strong impetus for deepen-
ing inter-civilization exchanges and
mutual learning. In February 2023,
the Center of Chinese and Greek
Ancient Civilizations was estab-
lished jointly by China and Greece,
setting a good example for exchange
and mutual learning between Chi-
nese and foreign civilizations.

Amid the once-in-a-century
changes, the world is once again at
the crossroads of history. The GCI
proposed by General Secretary Xi
Jinping, has built a bridge of in-
ter-civilization exchanges and mu-
tual learning for upholding world
peace and development. As another
important intellectual contribution
made by China to human civiliza-
tions, the GCI will move forward
with China, a country moving clos-
er to the center of the world stage,
to have a profound bearing on the
forms and pattern of human civiliza-
tions, usher in a new era of develop-
ment of global civilization and pres-
ent a beautiful vision for the worlds
modernization process.
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Exchange and Mutual Learning Among
Civilizations and Reshaping of Global Order

By Zhang Zhizhou

Professor of School of International Relations of Beijing Foreign Studies University

he history of development

of human society over

thousands of years is a
history of exchange and mutual
learning among different civiliza-
tions. In ancient times, this hap-
pened in a slow way like “natural
history” process. It is impercepti-
ble but persistent and pervasive.
Today, the world has entered the
era of globalization, and civiliza-
tions have both the motivation to
interact and integrate more deeply
with each other, and more conven-
ient conditions for exchange and
mutual learning. Exchange and
mutual learning among civiliza-
tions in diversity and with respec-
tive characteristics are shaping the
basic features of the world in the
era of globalization. However, the
global order of the present time is
an unequal one with western cen-
trism and hegemonic dominance.
Obviously, such a global order
can hardly serve as the vessel of
the common value and pursuit
of humanity for peace and devel-
opment. In order to shape a more
just and reasonable global order, it
is necessary to take the introduc-
tion of the Global Civilization In-
itiative as an opportunity to gain
a deeper understanding of the
significance of the exchanges and
mutual learning for among civili-
zations and its due role in reshap-
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ing the global order.

Exchange and Mutual
Learning Among Civilizations
Has Shaped the World History

The evolution of human histo-
ry has some common and fun-
damental momentum. Specially,
in modern times, as the “world
system” had come into being, in
which every nation-state was in-
volved, the factor of the “world”
or “international” became the
basic driving force and structural
factor that propelled the evolution
of the system and, consequently,
the development of world history.
Among all these internal, institu-
tional or essential motives, as well
as external, systemic or structural
motives, the exchange and mutual
learning among civilizations have
been breaking the walls between
the internal and external, by in-
stitution and system, and of es-
sential and structural nature and
have largely shaped world history.
Exchange and mutual learning of
civilizations is both a key to un-
derstanding world history and
an important means to build an
international order in the era of
globalization.

In the world history, a varie-
ty of civilizations have emerged.
The types of civilizations are ex-
tremely diverse due to different

geographical environments and
historical stages that nurtured
them. “Human history is the his-
tory of civilizations... This story
stretches through generations of
civilizations from ancient Sumeri-
an and Egyptian to Classical and
Mesoamerican to Christian and
Islamic civilizations and through
successive manifestations of Sinic
and Hindu civilizations. Through-
out history civilizations have pro-
vided the broadest identifications
for people”

Even in ancient times, when
transportation was difficult, ex-
change and mutual learning be-
tween civilizations always occurred
and developed. All civilizations
that have developed and flourished
have been the product of exchange
and mutual learning. The reason
for the decline of some civilizations,
in addition to natural disasters and
social unrest, also has to do with
their failure to draw advanced el-
ements from other civilizations to
achieve sustainable development.

In the case of Western civiliza-
tion, the ancient Greek civiliza-
tion and its successor, the ancient
Roman civilization, are often con-
sidered to be the source of today’s
Western civilization, and thus the
basis of contemporary “Western
centrism” or “Eurocentrism” In
reality, however, Western civiliza-
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tion has an “Eastern origin” “An-
cient Greek civilization was in fact
significantly derived from ancient
Egypt’, and “its rise of the West
would have been inconceivable
without the contributions of the
East”. “Historically, European civ-
ilization has been closely related
to West Asian, North African and
Indian civilizations” All these are
reflected in the integration of lan-
guages, religions and the sharing
of common myths and knowledge.
The great achievements of Chi-
nese civilization, such as the “Four
Great Inventions” of the compass,
paper-making, printing and gun-
powder, contributed to the rise
of Western civilization, as well as
silk, porcelain, iron smelting tech-
niques and Chinese masterpieces,
which were spread to the West by
the Central Asians or the Arabs.

In ancient East Asia, the pro-
cess of Chinese civilization from
its origin to its prosperity was also
a process of continuous exchange
and mutual learning with neigh-
boring regions based on its agri-
cultural civilization. The influence
of Chinese civilization, mainly in
the form of Confucianism, on the
neighboring regions was not only
reflected in “soft power” such as
ideology, cultural masterpieces
and religious beliefs, but also in
the shaping of the international

order in ancient East Asia through
and mutual learning among civi-
lizations.

In recent years, the “Belt and
Road” has become a buzzword,
but in fact, the cultural roots of
the “Belt and Road” initiative lie
in the strong and distinctive tem-
poral and spatial marks left by
the historical Silk Road for the
exchange and mutual learning of
civilizations with the exchange
of goods. Japanese scholar Kazu-
toshi Nagasawa writes in his book
A Study of the History of the Silk
Road that “the Silk Road, which
connected Europe and North Af-
rica via Syria from East Asia, was a
road connecting three continents,
so its area was exceptionally vast
and complex, and countless peo-
ples had relations with this road.
Its scale is so grand that it would
not be too much to say that the
entire history of mankind is as-
sociated with it” In analyzing
the reasons for the importance
attached to the Silk Road by var-
ious countries, he discusses three
aspects. First, the Silk Road, as a
major artery through Asia and
Africa, was central to the develop-
ment of world history. Second, the
Silk Road linked the womb of the
world’s major cultures. In particu-
lar, the ends of the road had pro-
duced many ancient civilizations

-
On May 12, 2023, the exhibition “Looking
Across the Ocean: China in the Paintings of

African Painters” opened at the Senegalese
Musée des Civilisations Noires.

such as Mesopotamian, Egyptian,
Khorezm, Indus, and Chinese
civilizations. Third, the Silk Road
was a bridge between the civili-
zations of the East and the West.
The cultures that appeared all over
the Silk Road, relying on caravans,
spread to all parts of the East and
West, while receiving a variety of
different cultures and promoting
the development of civilizations
everywhere. The Silk Road was
the artery of cultural exchange be-
tween East and West, which fully
illustrates the role of the Silk Road
in the exchange and mutual learn-
ing of human civilizations and its
impact on the construction of the
modern international order.
Summarizing the history of
civilization exchange and mutual
learning, the following character-
istics can be found. First, the world
civilization features diversity. It is
precisely because of the diversity
and differences that civilizations
need to exchange and learn from
each other, which is the necessity
for a civilization. Secondly, every
civilization is not flawless, and
only through exchange and mu-
tual learning can civilizations de-
velop better. Third, the values that
constitute the connectivity among
civilizations in world history are
the important support of inter-
national relations. To change the
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acts of war and conflicts of inter-
ests in international relations, it is
fundamentally necessary to build
a value system of peaceful coexist-
ence and to conduct an equal dia-
logue among civilizations. To sum
up, exchange and mutual learning
among civilizations both requires
a world order with pluralistic and
equal players and provides the
driving force for the construction
of such a world order.

The Urgent Need for
Reshaping Global Order Has
Its Reasons

We name world order or in-
ternational order in the era of
globalization as the global order.
From the perspective of civiliza-
tion and culture, the global order
of the present era has produced
many dilemmas such as “clash of
civilizations”, so it needs to be re-
shaped in order to solve a series of
problems brought by it.

From the historical point of view,
there are two main reasons why the
European regional order since the
19th century has been extended
to the world and become a glob-
al order. The first is that the twists
and turns of history has made the
principle of sovereign states, estab-
lished by the Peace of Westphalia
in 1648, the UN Charter as the
primary principle and the corner-
stone of the norms of international
relations after the Second World
War; the second is that countries of
different power and strengths have
formed not only an international
political power structure among
themselves, but also a set of inter-
twined rules, norms, and value re-
lations, as well as mechanisms that
operate according to certain rules.
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These two aspects together con-
stitute today’s global international
order, where hegemonic states al-
ways have an urge to “dominate the
world”

Fundamentally, to understand
the global order of the present era,
we need to look at two aspects.
The first is the dominant forces
in the international political pow-
er structure, i.e., the great powers
and the centers of power; the sec-
ond is the rules and mechanisms
that drive the operation of these
powers, the primary one being
the principle of sovereign state in
the UN Charter. In the realistic
order shaping, if large and small
countries follow the principle of
sovereign state equality, then the
constructed global order is an
equal one; if the relevant coun-
tries want to break the balance of
power structure, but also want to
master the dominant discourse
over other countries in the formu-
lation of rules, norms, values and
mechanism operation, then the
constructed order is an unequal
one, or even a hegemonic one.
The United States is in a hegem-
onic position in the international
political power structure today,
and has a “cultural hegemony” in
terms of rules, norms, values and
other cultural elements, and has
built an unequal order on this
basis. To a large extent, “Western
centrism” has become “American
centrisny”.

Today’s global order is charac-
terized by the following points.
First, the United States is the only
global hegemonic power, and the
existing international order is a
global hegemonic order. Second,
the U.S. has a stubborn ideological

concept of so-called “liberty and
democracy” and hopes to uphold
a “liberal international order”
which is inherently contradictory
to the hegemony based on physi-
cal power but also has a mutually
constructive relationship. Third,
the post-Cold War international
political power structure and in-
ternational relations are undergo-
ing great changes, and the global
order based onitis volatile and un-
stable. Fourth, the existing global
order is characterized by serious
inequalities. There are gaps both
in power between the hegemon-
ic power and other countries, as
well as in the say when it comes
to rules, norms and values. Both
of the gaps undermine the princi-
ple of equality of sovereign states
as stipulated in the UN Charter.
Fifth, the United States, the sole
hegemonic power in the global
order, generates a sense of civiliza-
tional superiority and contributes
to the “clash of civilizations” To
build a more peaceful and stable
world order, the present global or-
der must be reshaped.

Global Civilization Initiative
Boosts Exchange and Mutual
Learning among Civilizations
and Reshaping Global Order

In order to reshape today’s glob-
al order, we must first of all exam-
ine the peculiarities of today’s his-
torical stage of globalization from
the perspective of fulfilling the
responsibility, morality and senti-
ment for peace and development
for mankind, and figure out ways
for different civilizations to get
along with each other; secondly,
we must have a clear understand-
ing of the two major elements of



the characteristics and composi-
tion of the existing order, namely,
the international political power
structure and the internation-
al sharing of the say in terms of
rules, norms and operation mech-
anisms; and thirdly, we must pro-
mote actions and solve problems
through dialogue and exchanges
and mutual learning between civi-
lizations so as to rebuild the civili-
zation order in the world.

The philosophical foundation
of global order lies in the con-
sideration of how human groups
should get along with each other
having different vision for civiliza-
tion. International relations, with
sovereign national states as the
“basic unit’;, is usually considered
as a social science, but in fact it is
first of all about how to get along
with “people as collective” for na-
tions or states. It can be said that
international relations is actually a
philosophical issue first and fore-
most, i.e. a question of culture and
civilization. Nowadays, in the face
of the unprecedented changes of
the century, one should be con-
scientious to think about how dif-
ferent civilizations coexist.

The realistic basis of the global
order lies in the system of sover-
eign national states and the inter-
action between them. Although
the United States “has played a
good hand badly” since the end
of the Cold War, thus troubled
by factors of decline, it is still the
hegemonic power in the present
global order. As a rising major
country after the Cold War, China
has undoubtedly improved its po-
sition in the international political
power structure, but it has not yet
“developed an international dis-
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course capability that matches its
comprehensive national strength
and international status” in terms
of international rules, norms and
mechanisms, as well as dissemi-
nation of Chinese civilization and
cultural spirit. This unjust and un-
reasonable global order needs to
be reshaped around the concept
and discourse power of interna-
tional power structures and rules,
norms, and mechanisms.

Today, China is “moving closer
and closer to the center of the world
stage,” presenting the great strength
and inherent the spirit of Chinese
civilization. Compared to other
civilizations around the world with
a monotheistic core, Chinas secu-
lar civilization has its own unique
claim to unite the common values
of all humanity. The Global Civ-
ilization Initiative, proposed by
General Secretary Xi Jinping at the
CPC in Dialogue with World Po-
litical Parties High-Level Meeting
on March 15, 2023, is of particular
significance. The Global Civiliza-
tion Initiative advocates respecting
the diversity of world civilizations,
insisting on equality, mutual learn-
ing, dialogue and tolerance among
civilizations, transcending es-
trangement with cultural exchang-
es, clashes with mutual learning,
and superiority with inclusive-
ness; it advocates the promotion of
common values of all humankind,
understanding with broad-mind-
edness the cognition of different
civilizations on the connotation of
such values, and neither imposing
ones own values and models on
others nor engaging in ideological
confrontation; it advocates paying
attention to the inheritance and
innovation of civilizations, fully
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exploring the contemporary val-
ues of the history and culture of all
countries, and promoting the crea-
tive transformation and innovative
development of the excellent tradi-
tional culture of all countries in the
process of modernization; it advo-
cates strengthening international
cultural exchanges and coopera-
tion, exploring the construction of
a global civilization dialogue and
cooperation network, enriching
the content of exchanges, expand-
ing the channels of cooperation,
promoting peoples of all countries
to get to know each other, and
jointly promoting the development
and progress of human civilization.

The Global Civilization Initia-
tive reflects the gentle, inclusive,
harmonious and symbiotic nature
of 5,000 years of Chinese civili-
zation and the impartial “greatest
common denominator” of all hu-
man values. The dialogue and ex-
change of civilizations on an equal
footing will definitely lead to a
new form of human civilization.
At a time when the injustice and
unreasonableness of the unipo-
lar hegemonic order of the Unit-
ed States is becoming more and
more obvious, respecting diversi-
fied civilizations and promoting
the development and progress of
different civilizations can push the
world out of the illusion of “clash of
civilizations” The Global Civiliza-
tion Initiative has the significance
of reshaping the hegemonic order
in the era of globalization not only
in terms of the power structure of
realist international politics, but
also in terms of the “soft power” of
international rules, norms, values
and mechanisms that constitute
the international order.
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Strengthening Regional Diplomatic Relations:
Improving the Regional Integration

By Staff Writer

nalysts point out that

political leadership is a

missing link between
many challenges the world faces
on the one hand and the wealth
of knowledge and technical solu-
tions available on the other. It sig-
nificantly influences the security,
well-being, and prosperity of so-
cieties and citizens’ confidence in
governments.

A need for highly qualified
leaders to face multiple and in-
creasingly difficult challenges
such as armed conflict, growing
social and economic divides,
geo-political shifts, the digital
revolution, pandemics, and cli-
mate emergencies cannot be
overemphasized.

The Mwalimu Nyerere Lead-
ership School was established in
Tanzania to serve southern Afri-
ca in honour of the late founding
President and former chairper-
son of the Frontline States Julius
Kambarage Nyerere. The lead-
ership college is a joint effort of
six liberation movements from
the Southern African Devel-
opment Community (SADC),
who are now governing parties,
and whose countries gained in-
dependence with the support of
Tanzania under Mwalimu Nyer-
ere and the Organisation of Af-
rican Unity (OAU) Liberation

48

SHULE YA UONGOZ| YA MWALIMU JULIUS NYERERE

KARIBU K., XA MKUTANO WA 1°°'8

KAWAIDA " \ KAMA™ YA UON ;

Secretaries-General of the Six Sister Parties of the liberation movements in Southern Africa at their meeting
at the Mwalimu Julius Nyerere Leadership School, in the Coast Region of Tanzania, from January 17th to
January 20th, 2023. Pictured from left to right are Cde. Dr. O M Mpofu, Secretary-General of ZANU-PF; Cde.
Sophia Shaningwa, Secretary-General of SWAPO; Cde. Daniel Chongolo, the Secretary-General of Chama cha
Mapinduzi (CCM) and Chair of the meeting; Cde. Prof. Marcelina Chijoriga, Principal of the School; Cde.
Maquento Sebastiao Lopes - representing Cde. Paulo Pombolo, Secretary-General of MPLA; Cde. lasalde das
Neves Adamugi Ussene - representing Cde. Roque Silva Samuel, Secretary-General of FRELIMO; and Cde.
Ndumiso Mgandi from the S.A Embassy in Tanzania - representing Cde. Fikile Mbalula, the Secretary-Gener-

al of ANC. The photo was taken on January 19th, 2023.

Committee that was hosted by
the United Republic of Tanzania.

Six liberation movement par-
ties that came together for this
initiative are Tanzania's Chama
Cha Mapinduzi (CCM), Afri-
can National Congress (ANC) of
South Africa, the People’s Move-
ment for the Liberation of Ango-
la (MPLA), and the South West
African People’s Organisation
(SWAPO) of Namibia, the Zim-
babwe African National Union-
Patriotic Front (ZANU-PF) and
the Mozambique Liberation
Front (FRELIMO).

The school, located about
50km from the commercial city

of Dar es Salaam is based in
Kibaha, Coastal Region along
Dar-Morogoro road. The con-
struction foundation of the
school was laid in 2018. All the
parties were represented at the
function by their respective sec-
retaries-general who took up
shovels to prepare the ground. It
was agreed that they will work to-
gether to establish the Mwalimu
Nyerere Leadership School, with
financial support from China,
and the government of Tanzania
provided the land.

The Tanzanias fifth phase
President the late John Pombe
Magufuli officiated at the laying
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A cross-section of participants to the Former Liberation Movements of Southern Africa Leading Cadres Workshop 2023. The workshop was held between June 8 and 15

2023 with over 135 attendees from the six sister parties ANC, CCM, FRELIMO, MPLA, SWAPO, and ZANU-PF.

of the foundation stone for the
construction of the college with
the Minister of the International
Department of the Central Com-
mittee of the CPC, Song Tao.

The construction of the
school began in 2008 and was
completed in February 2022. It
occupies about 10 hectares of
land, with a floor area of 24,600
m?. It consists of the main build-
ing, dormitory, canteen and
service building and facility
building, with accommodation
capacity of 200 attendees.

The project that took two
years to complete was carried out
by the China Railway Jianchang
Engineering Company (CRJE) at
an estimated cost of USD 45 mil-
lion. One needs to be informed
that this is the same company
that partnered the construction
of the strategic Tanzania-Zambia

Railway (TAZARA) completed
in 1976 to reduce dependence
on the southern routes through
then Rhodesia and apartheid
South Africa, and regarded as a
symbol of China-Africa friend-
ship.

Chairperson of the CCM
Revolutionary Party and Pres-
ident of the United Republic
of Tanzania Hon. Samia Su-
luhu Hassan inaugurated the
Mwalimu Julius Nyerere Lead-
ership School on February 23rd,
2022. She led hundreds of citi-
zens and representative leaders
of the six countries of the South-
ern African Belt in the inaugura-
tion of the school.

The late Mwalimu Nyerere
initiated relations with the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China through
the first premier, Zhou Enlai,
soon after Tanzania’s indepen-

dence in 1961, just 12 years after
China’s liberation. This relation-
ship led to Chinas support for
the liberation of southern Africa
from colonial rule and apartheid
era in South Africa.

The project came as a strong
gesture towards raising a well-in-
formed and prepared young
generation into influential lead-
ership positions, towards a com-
mon future based on regional
development.

Contemporary relations con-
tinue to be strengthened through
the Forum on China Africa Co-
operation (FOCAC) established
by Africa and China in 2000,
which has provided a more
structured platform for deepen-
ing the ties between China and
Africa in a broad spectrum of
fields from political to economic
areas.
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The School offers training
in leadership skills and politi-
cal principles with the aim of
strengthening unity and cooper-
ation in liberating African econ-
omies. It also seeks to achieve
transformative leadership, by
offering leadership educational
courses which answer the need
to improve regional concerns
and integration.

The School strives to
strengthen regional diplomatic
relations and improve the yields
of regional integration, accel-
erating economic development
through informed curricula and
inter-active discussions and lec-
tures.

Scholars point out that the
project was in response to the
need expressed by SADC leaders
to honour the legendary work
of Mwalimu Nyerere, which has
also resulted in the naming in his
honour of the African Union’s
Peace and Security Building at
its Addis Ababa headquarters.

President Xi Jinping, Sec-
retary General of the Central
Committee of the Communist
Party of China (CPC), congrat-
ulated the inauguration of the
Mwalimu Julius Nyerere School
of Leadership in Tanzania. He
pointed out that the six parties
have united and lead their cit-
izens in gaining independence
and development of their coun-
tries, Xi, in his congratulatory
note said the launch of the Ju-
lius Nyerere School of Leader-
ship will provide an important
platform for the six parties to
increase their administrative ca-
pacity and lead their countries
well to achieve development and
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benefit their people.

According to Chinese me-
dia sources, he emphasized that,
when the world is facing chang-
es that have not happened in the
last century, China and Africa
need to strengthen solidarity
and cooperation more than ever
to face risks and challenges, pro-
mote common development and
improve people’s welfare.

“Since its establishment, the
School has managed to run two
types of programs, which are
party related short-term pro-
grams, and short-term tailor
made and demand driven gov-
ernment and public institutions
programs, “ says Prof. Marcelli-
na Mvula Chijoriga, Principal of
the School.

She adds that as of today
about 2400 participants have
benefited from 21 short-term
courses. These include seven
programs for the Six Sister Par-
ties (472 graduates) and 14 tai-
lor - made and demand driven
short courses with over 1,900
graduates. The School also holds

several occasions such as me-
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morial events of the founding
fathers, or party and govern-
ment related events. More than
2,325 people have been attracted
to these events held so far. The
School has also attracted various
national, regional and interna-
tional visitors.

Whenever a project is estab-
lished, one of the key concerns
that arise is how that project
will progress should the funding
stop from the main supporter
or decrease. “For sustainability
purposes, the School allows the
use of its facilities for public sec-
tor corporate board meetings,
staff retreats, and other meetings
without jeopardizing the School
vision and mission”, adds Prof.
Chijoriga.

To date, according to her,
over 50 different party, govern-
ment and public institutions
have used the School facilities.
Furthermore, the School man-
aged to enter into three mem-
orandum of understanding /
cooperation agreements with
likeminded institutions in Chi-
na.
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How Learning Chinese Magnifies Cultural,
Economic Diplomacy Between Tanzania

and China

By Prof. Aldin K. Mutembei

Mwl. Julius Nyerere Professor in Kiswahili and
Tanzanian Director of Confucius Institute. University of Dar es Salaam

en years ago on March 24,
T2013, Chinese President Xi

Jinping arrived in Dar es
Salaam, Tanzania to start his first
African visit. It was from Tanzania
where he delivered his speech to
Africa entitled: “Remaining Re-
liable Friends and Faithful Part-
ners Forever”. Later in the same
year, October 2013, Confucius
Institute (CI) was established at
the University of Dar es Salaam
(UDSM) with a mandate to teach

Confucius Institute at the University of Dar
es Salaam invites the applicants for the
hinese Language Short Courses.

Mandarin language in Tanzania. It
is worth noting that it was in 2013
when President Xi launched the
most “ambitious infrastructure
projects ever conceived” popular-
ly referred to as the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI).

Itisnota coincidence that the
year 2013 remains a remarkable
period between Tanzania and
China. But then how does the
learning of Chinese language in
Tanzania enhance the Cultural

and Economic diplomacy? This
article discusses the economic
diplomacy behind Chinas Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI), the
historical visit to China by the
Tanzanian President and the
cultural cushioning played by CI
at the UDSM.

In November 2022, Dr.
Samia Suluhu Hassan, President
of the United Republic of Tan-
zania visited China at the invi-
tation of President Xi Jinping.
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She becomes the first president
to visit China after the 20th.
Congress of CPC. But this fact
needs to be given its due weight.
As was the case with the initial
ideas of the Silk Road where
China was opening its doors and
making its capabilities known in
East Asia and Europe, so China
through the BRI is introducing
itself to the world outside of East
Asia and Europe. For Africa, the
door to this identity began with
the great TAZARA project. This
was the first successful sign of
the Chinese initiative that can
now be seen as the BRI

The TAZARA “initiative” as
a type of BRI of the 1960s, could
be seen now as China’s commit-
ment to build friendship and
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promote cooperation with Afri-
ca, through a policy of working
with Africa to pursuing peace
and promoting development.
The initiative that may be seen
today as inclined towards a pillar
of Economic Diplomacy.

On the other hand, the dem-
ocratic position and procedure
followed by China attracts sever-
al countries, especially from the
African continent. It is a proce-
dure that shows a strong desire
to bring development to the peo-
ple and build an economically
stable country. This position and
procedure is guided by the CPC’s
people-centered philosophy.

The thoughts of the Chinese
leaders through the CPC look at
the future of the Chinese people

and at the same time care about
the development and welfare of
the people of African countries.
This is the reason, the visit of
the Tanzanian president imme-
diately after the 20th Congress
of CPC carries a historical and
diplomatic importance. In fact,
it was a visit aimed at strength-
ening political diplomacy.
Between the economic di-
plomacy and political diploma-
cy there stands a cultural link
aiming at smoothening the two.
Confucius Institute at UDSM
is the cultural link geared to
promote cultural diplomacy by
teaching Chinese language and
culture in order to bring to re-
ality the “Win-Win” thinking
through mutual understanding



and cooperation.

China’s engagement with Af-
rica through the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) and the Forum
on China-Africa Cooperation
(FOCAC) has included various
initiatives to promote the teach-
ing of the Chinese language in
African countries. The intend-
ed benefits of this initiative are
multifaceted, aiming at fostering
cultural exchange, improve com-
munication between China and
African nations, and facilitate
economic cooperation. Both the
BRI and FOCAC are important
initiatives for Tanzanian people
to understand the Chinese and
cooperate in business for mu-
tual benefits. Through learning
Chinese language and Culture
these initiatives become relevant
to Tanzanians and help them to
know the Chinese better. The
Confucius Institute is a link that
facilitates mutual understanding
while aiming to achieve social
and economic development.

Indeed the timely visit of
President Hassan at the invita-
tion of President Xi immediately
after the 20th Congress of CPC
has something to explain the
deep friendship between CPC
and CCM when it comes to the
politics followed by these two
parties.

Mwalimu Julius Nyerere, a
staunch African socialist, played
a pivotal role in establishing
strong ties between Tanzania
and China in the 1960s. Nyerere’s
policy of African socialism and
his advocacy for close relations
with socialist countries, includ-
ing China, laid the foundation
for a longstanding partnership
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between Tanzania and China.

President Samia Suluhu Has-
sans visit to China indeed signi-
fies the beginning of a new era of
cooperation between Tanzania
and China, and between cotem-
porary CCM and CPU. It indi-
cates the revitalization of the his-
torical ties initiated by President
Nyerere. This suggests a renewal
of commitment to diplomatic,
economic, and cultural collabo-
ration between the Tanzania and
China. It may also suggest a phil-
osophical examination of the
meaning of African socialism in
contemporary era.

The visit symbolizes a stra-
tegic reaffirmation of Tanzania’s
interest in fostering closer co-
operation with China in various
sectors, such as trade, infrastruc-
ture development, technology
transfer, and investment. Addi-
tionally, it indicates Tanzanias
recognition of the importance
of China as a significant global
player and its desire to leverage
Chinese support for its own de-
velopmental agenda.
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The visit also underscores
the shared commitment of both
countries to addressing com-
mon challenges, such as public
health, infrastructure develop-
ment, and people-centered eco-
nomic growth. It serves as an op-
portunity for the leaders of both
nations to discuss and establish
new frameworks for cooperation
in the post-pandemic era, po-
tentially focusing on areas such
as sustainable development, and
technology transfer.

Furthermore, the visit serves
as a platform for Tanzania to
explore opportunities for par-
ticipation in Chinas BRI and
other development programs,
which could significantly ben-
efit Tanzanias infrastructure
and economic development. As
Mandarin unites China, so does
Kiswahili in East Africa. It start-
ed with a successful movement
of uniting Tanzanians. Thus, a
visit to China paves a road for
a possibility of seeing more and
more Chinese learning Kiswahi-
li language for cultural and eco-
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nomic diplomacy.
Indeed, President Samia Su-
luhu Hassan’s visit to China could

potentially be seen as a means of
fostering a “win-win” situation,
particularly if it leads to a recip-
rocal cultural and educational
exchange between Tanzania and
China. The teaching of Kiswa-
hili in China and Mandarin in
Tanzania can contribute to a
deeper cultural understanding,
improved communication, and
enhanced people-to-people ties
between the two countries. Here
are a few examples showing some
advantages which the Swahili
speaking communities could en-
joy if the Chinese were to learn
Kiswahili in big numbers.
Cultural diplomacy seen
through cultural exchange and
understanding. To promote the
teaching of Kiswahili in Chi-
na like what the Chinese with
Mandarin are doing through
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Confucius institutes, can foster
a greater understanding of each
other’s cultures, traditions, and
values. This can help bridge cul-
tural gaps and build stronger
cultural ties between the two na-
tions, leading to mutual respect
and appreciation. This in turn
would enhance communication
and diplomacy. Equipping Chi-
nese citizens with the ability to
speak Kiswahili and Tanzanians
with Mandarin can significant-
ly improve communication be-
tween the two countries. This
enhanced communication can
facilitate better diplomatic rela-
tions, smoother business interac-
tions, and more effective collabo-
ration in various sectors such as
trade, investment, and technolo-
gy transfer.

China has continued to sup-
port both human resource and
infrastructure development
in Tanzania. The teaching and

m 1 Tanzanian students
I attend a Chinese
i language class at the

Confucius Institute
at Dar es Salaam
University in Dar es
Salaam, Tanzania,
Jan. 4, 2021. (PHOTO:
Xinhua)
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learning of Kiswahili in China
and Mandarin in Tanzania can
further open up educational and
economic opportunities for citi-
zens of both countries. It can en-
able Tanzanians to better engage
in trade, investment, and cultur-
al exchanges with China, while
providing Chinese citizens with
the necessary linguistic skills to
navigate the African market and
explore potential business ven-
tures in Tanzania and other Swa-
hili-speaking countries.

Finally, the promotion of
language learning can lead to
stronger people-to-people ties,
fostering friendships and part-
nerships between individuals
from both nations. This can en-
courage more cultural and edu-
cational exchanges, tourism, and
cross-cultural collaborations, ul-
timately contributing to a more
robust and vibrant bilateral rela-
tionship.
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Socialism with Chinese Characteristics
as a Model of Development for Africa

By Esteves Hildrio

Member of the Political Bureau of the MPLA Central Committee. Jurist,

lawyer and professor of constitutional law and philosophy of law

at the Catholic University of Angola

I. Introduction

After almost 80 years since the
start of the Chinese revolution led
by the Communist Party of China
(CPC) and looking at the results
achieved, it is of the importance
to ask whether socialism with
Chinese characteristics can be a
development model to be replicat-
ed in most third world countries.
However, we cannot ignore the
resounding economic and social
success observed in Chinese soci-
ety as a result of the implementa-
tion of a socialist revolution with
characteristics of Chinese culture.

The socialism initiated by the
CPC in 1949 through the revolu-
tionary process has, of course, un-
dergone significant advances and
also typical setbacks of the polit-
ical process. However, there was
a noticeable difference from the
model of Marxist-Leninist social-
ism "imported” from the USSR,
introducing typical elements of
Eastern culture in general and
Chinese culture in particular.
Since the Third Plenary Session
of the Eleventh Central Commit-
tee of the CPC in December 1978,
there was a clear ideological shift
towards the center, configuring a
pragmatic left, which preserved,
however, the ideas of building an

egalitarian and just society. The
essence of socialism with Chi-
nese characteristics, in the words
of Deng Xiaoping, is to "liberate
productive forces, eliminate ex-
ploitation and polarization, and
ultimately achieve common pros-
perity". However, unlike the capi-
talist model in which equality and
fairness in promoting prosperi-
ty are not the criteria, socialism
with Chinese characteristics adds
the comprehensive building of a
moderately prosperous society.
Moderate prosperity is, moreover,
a guarantee of equal and equitable
prosperity.

The question with which we
began this dissertation is the
compass by which we will guide
ourselves in order to answer, in a
few lines, whether socialism with
Chinese characteristics ~ really
can be the guiding compass for
building fairer societies, equality
and, above all, prosperity in third
world countries.

II. The Chinese political
system versus liberal
democratic systems

Since the early 1990s, the Af-
rican countries governed by the
founding parties of the Pan-Af-
rican socialist movement have

adopted the Western-inspired
system of liberal democracy,
which immediately made them
different from China, where re-
mained immune to the effects of
Perestroika. Chinese democratic
centralism, led by the CPC, is in
itself an important factor of politi-
cal stability, capable of mobilizing
all the factors of economic growth
and simultaneously providing so-
cio-economic development.

In most African countries, the
adoption of systems of govern-
ment "transplanted” from the co-
lonial powers, without observing
the criteria of a cultural and an-
thropological nature that would
result in a clear ergonomics of po-
litical decisions, has proved to be a
major factor in political instability.
However, even in the most stable
countries, it has not been possi-
ble to mobilize the development
factors capable of bringing about
the longed-for prosperity. In con-
trast, China, through the political
stability provided by democratic
centralism, has taken a different
path. In our view, the central point
of Chinese development is based
on political stability, which is the
main instrument for capturing
the factors of economic and so-
cial development, combined with
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a socialist ideological base that is
ergonomically established to local
cultural traits and an economic
model that is open to the markets.

When analyzing the factors de-
scribed above, which are seen as a
brake on the development process
in African countries, it should be
pointed out that, given the im-
possibility of reversing the march
towards a return to democratic
centralism, it is important to find
a symbiotic path that can enable
the implementation of a political
model capable of promoting sig-
nificant socio-economic transfor-
mations. This process will have
to begin in the structures of the
political parties in order to realign
them methodologically, which
may have an important source of
inspiration in socialism with Chi-
nese characteristics.

As we know, despite the reforms
implemented in the political
structures of the states as a result
of post-perestroika, these political
parties have not made any major
changes to their ideological ma-
trices, even though they remain
faithful to the ideas of socialism.
However, this has not proved suf-
ficient to promote equal prosperi-
ty, which leads us to conclude that
the problem is not really with the
model, but with the method.

Socialism with Chinese char-
acteristics combines democratic
centralism with the market econ-
omy in an sustainable way, which
somehow answers our question
since it unequivocally demon-
strates that socialism is not nec-
essarily antagonistic or incom-
patible with the market economy,
so it makes us easy to understand
that the great difference between
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socialism with Chinese character-
istics and African socialism lies in
the method and not in the system.

IIL. Socialism with Chinese
characteristics and the method
of generating prosperity

The paths to development are
necessarily disparate, in other
words, there is no single model,
so there is no path that is abstract-
ly better than the other, and it is
certain that the differences will
exist and become advantageous
or disadvantageous according
to the method of application of
the adopted development model.
However, it seems clear to us that
the Chinese method, implement-
ed by the central structures of the
CPC, has been absolutely efficient
in specifically alleviating pover-
ty and generating well-being and
prosperity.

The numbers impress any ana-
lyst, and the speed with which the
results are achieved reveals the ef-
fectiveness of the method. In our
view, therein lies the great differ-
ence between the results of pover-
ty alleviation in Chinese socialism
and African socialism, if we con-
sider their theoretical existence.
Unlike African countries, China
seems to have made a definitive
break with the bureaucracy in-
herited from the Soviet Marx-
ist-Leninist system, establishing a
decentralized management model
based on the essential features of
its own culture.

The economic development
model based on socialism with
Chinese characteristics can also
be understood as an industrializa-
tion program that has agriculture
as its base. However, as we know,
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compared to the African conti-
nent, more specifically the south-
ern region of our continent, China
has fewer resources and less arable
land, and this may have been a de-
termining factor in the industrial-
ization of the agricultural sector.

Alongside this process of indus-
trialization of agriculture with the
inclusion of high technology that
generates effectiveness and effi-
ciency in production, China has
promoted a major plan to build
productive infrastructures. Pro-
ductive infrastructures encourage
production by significantly dilut-
ing production and logistics costs,
so that families engaged in small-
scale farming can move away from
subsistence production towards
surplus production and thus get
out of extreme poverty.

I'V. China-Africa cooperation
as an instrument of mutual
development



The basis of relations between

China and the countries of south-
ern Africa began in the 1950s,
through the CPC's support for
national liberation movements.
However, there has clearly been
an increase in this cooperation
since the 18th National Congress
of the CPC. Unlike the model of
relations established with Western
countries, which is based on preju-
dice stemming from the long pro-
cess of colonization, the relations
with China are based on a parity
that stems, as we said above, from
the friendly relations between the
CPC and the liberation parties of
southern Africa.

China has made a great effort to
increase infrastructure on the Af-
rican continent, by financing the
construction of ports, airports,
roads and so on. These infra-
structures are already beginning
to bring about a significant im-
provement in people's quality of

life, significantly increasing their
sense of social well-being.

Despite these investments, the
African continent continues to
face major difficulties in access-
ing the financial markets, due to
its very low credit ratings, which
greatly slows down the normal
growth of its production and logis-
tics infrastructures. As we have
said, this slowdown has an impact
on production costs, which makes
farming families less competitive
and perpetuates poverty.

In this chapter, the major chal-
lenge for relations between China
and the countries of southern Af-
rica is centered on China's posi-
tioning, which must be absolutely
different from institutions such as
the International Monetary Fund,
the World Bank or the Paris Club.
There need to be an agile system
for accessing funding, without bu-
reaucracy and political precondi-
tions, does not interfere with the

/ ADERSHIP

January/February/March 2024

sovereignty of these states. Anoth-
er challenge lies in the typical fi-
nancing model of the Exim banks,
which is designed to stimulate the
creditor country's exports rather
than to promote the growth of a
really solid economy in the debt-
or countries. These are important
challenges that we must overcome
in the relationship between the
two blocs.

V. Conclusion

After several decades, the re-
lations between China and the
countries of the southern Afri-
ca show no signs of fraying. On
the contrary, they continue to
deepen and become increasing-
ly solid. While in the beginning
it was mainly about political and
military support, which was fun-
damental to the independence of
these countries, today it is mainly
economic.

Despite this tradition and the
need for a continuous increase
in economic relations, we cannot
ignore the urgent need to usher
in a new era in political relations
between the CPC and the parties
of the southern African region.
The concept of moderate prosper-
ity and its implementation, which
has led to the eradication of pov-
erty in China's urban and rural
areas, is an unmistakable sign that
the model of political, economic
and social organization based on
socialism with Chinese charac-
teristics is efficient and effective.
Therefore, it would not be out
of place to call for the continued
transmission of experience so that
each of our parties can develop its
own model of socialism with its
own characteristics.
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The Journey to Youth Creation on Shared
Prosperity: Sharpening Mutual Learning for
Shared Future for Humanity

By Stephen Mothusi Tsitsing

Former District Secretary of SACP Yusuf Dadoo District National Organizer of YCLSA

rom July 2 to 15, 2023, at the
Finvitation of the International

Department of the CPC Cen-
tral Committee (IDCPC), I visited
China together with my brothers
and sisters from Namibia, Zimba-
bwe and Tanzania, which was my
second visit to China. I am very
glad and grateful that China has set
up a platform for us African visitors
to discuss challenges and ways to
participate in building the Belt and
Road Initiative and the community
with a shared future for mankind,
and at the same time to draw on
Chinas experience and wisdom in
solving our own problems and pro-
moting Africas development.

During the seminar, I have ac-
tively promoted African civilization
and learned how to cherish it. Rep-
resentatives from the four member
states of the Southern African De-
velopment Community (SADC)
participated in the discussion both
online and offline, and exchanged
ideas on how to promote the de-
velopment of Africa in general and
SADC in particular.

In order to promote economic
development, we should consider
setting up new economic develop-
ment zones, learning from China’s
practice of building infrastructure
according to local conditions, es-
pecially building a complete rail-
road system and network system,
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upgrading the level of economic
and social development, and better
benefiting the people; and building
large-scale shopping centers to pro-
vide cost-effective and high-quality
goods and services. We can make
use of the GETO platform and
other exchange platforms to learn
from Chinas economic develop-
ment methods, to promote cultur-
al exchanges and people-to-people
communication on the Belt and
Road Initiative, and to publicize
Africas theoretical knowledge and
cultural development.

Poverty alleviation is undoubt-
edly a serious challenge that all Af-
rican countries must face together.
The most pressing questions are:
who and how should work on pov-
erty eradication? What resources
should be utilized to fight poverty?
China has provided us with a good
platform for learning and dialogue,
which helps us gain a deeper under-
standing of Chinas poverty allevi-
ation policies and theories. During
our visits to Chinas rural areas, we
not only learned from the experi-
ence of poverty alleviation, but also
met many outstanding people who,
with love for the Chinese people
and the CPC, have changed the ap-
pearance of the countryside through
their unremitting efforts and long-
term dedication. Poverty alleviation
is a long-term strategic plan formu-

lated by the CPC and the Chinese
government, and is organized and
implemented in accordance with
local conditions, with the govern-
ment providing policy support and
relevant resources, experts provid-
ing professional technology, and
grass-roots organizations in rural ar-
eas formulating specific solutions to
problems according to the actual sit-
uation, dispatching all the resources
needed, and wholeheartedly helping
farmers to get rid of poverty.

Africa needs to learn from China’s
experience and practices, and looks
forward to Chinass efforts to promote
infrastructure construction in Africa
through the Belt and Road cooper-
ation projects, to help Africa devel-
op and modernize people-centred
economy of its own, and to help Af-
rica promote green and low-carbon
development and achieve harmoni-
ous coexistence between human be-
ings and nature, and to continuously
improve the level of Africa-China
cooperation in this process.

Regarding agriculture and ru-
ral development, we have learned
many interesting cases through
visits and talks. For example, in
Beijings Pinggu District, some
farmers accustomed to farming
planted peaches according to lo-
cal conditions, some young people
with open minds used online plat-
forms to help farmers sell peaches,



and some entrepreneurs with social
responsibilities took the initiative
to participate in rural construction,
promoting stronger cooperation
between enterprises and rural areas,
and strongly promoting econom-
ic development. In Panzhou City,
Guizhou Province, farmers have
realized the scientific cultivation
of crops on the poor conditioned
mountains, which is remarkable. If
South Africa could also master this
type of hillside cultivation technol-
ogy, it could help many local people
to solve the problem of famine.

In Chinas rural areas, there are
many people who are determined
to serve their country and work
hard, such as Mr. Huang Dafa of
Unity Village, Pingzheng Gelao
Township, Baozhou District, Zu-
nyi City, Guizhou Province. When
Unity Village was facing a shortage
of water resources, Huang Dafa led
the villagers for 36 years to build
a 10,000-meter aqueduct around
three major mountains, breaking
the fate of the villages long-term
water shortage and grinding a path
to poverty alleviation and prosper-
ity. It is touching that the CPC has
never forgotten those who have
made outstanding contributions to
the country and the people. Xi Jin-
ping, General Secretary of the CPC
Central Committee, personally
awarded Mr. Huang Dafa the “July
First Medal’, which is the greatest
recognition and respect for the old
mans lifelong dedication, and also
greatly inspires peoples determi-
nation and enthusiasm to do good
and practical work for poverty alle-
viation and enrichment. No matter
how big the challenges are, we are
inspired by Mr. Huang Dafa’s per-
severance and determination to go
forward and never give up.

The CPC and the Chinese gov-

THE LEADERSHIP

23, foreign guests fro

ernment, upholding the principle
of serving the people, have formu-
lated a coherent plan to combat
poverty and vigorously carry out
infrastructure construction in var-
ious regions, especially in the most
remote rural areas, so as to help the
people get rid of poverty and solve
the various problems they encoun-
tered in their economic develop-
ment, which is astonishing. At the
same time, China also has a num-
ber of models who serve the people
wholeheartedly, many of whom are
members of the Communist Party,
contributing to the development of
the country regardless of personal
gain or loss, and leading the people
in impoverished areas out of pover-
ty and into prosperity.

After successive struggles, the
great Communist Party of China
has realized the millennial dream
of the Chinese nation of becom-
ing moderately prosperous, won
the largest battle against poverty
in human history;, lifted nearly 100
million rural poor out of poverty,
and relocated more than 9.6 mil-
lion poor people from their home-
towns, thus solving the problem of
absolute poverty historically, which
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has made a significant contribution
to the world’s cause of poverty re-
duction, and provided an impor-
tant lesson for the cause of poverty
reduction. This trip to China has
touched me deeply and made me
have a more profound understand-
ing of China’s poverty eradication
and rural revitalization strategies.
African countries should work
towards a common goal, active-
ly learn from advanced practices
and continuously innovate devel-
opment concepts. Learning from
China, African countries should
formulate their own rural revital-
ization strategies and implement
them according to local conditions,
strengthen communication and co-
operation among governments and
various departments, and especially
attract more young talents to con-
tribute their wisdom and strength
to the development of their own
countries and Africa. At the same
time, Africa should reduce internal
conflicts, work closely with each
other, strengthen cooperation with
China, accelerate the development
of an open economy, and promote
Africa-China relations to a new and
higher level.
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Interpretation of Namibia Politics and the Need
to Intensify Agriculture for Economic Transition
in Africa, a Lesson to Learn from China

By Rehabeam Iiyambo

Member of the National Executive Committee of the Youth League

of the SWAPO Party of Namibia

Republic of China, I arrived in Beijing on the 02

July 2023 to attend a prestigious workshop for
Shaping the Share Future: Young African Political
Leaders which ended on the 14 July 2023 in Shang-
hai City. I am back in Windhoek, Namibia (Land of
the Brave) with chilly weather and I am in a good
spirit of patriotism. Let us dwell in it!! Namibia, a
country located in southwestern Africa, has a rich
history shaped by political struggles and economic
challenges.

Since gaining independence in 1990, Namibia has
made significant strides in terms of political stability
and socio-economic development. However, there is
still a pressing need to intensify Agriculture as well
as Technology and Fintech sectors to drive the coun-
try's economic metamorphosis for the purpose of
building a community with a shared future for hu-
manity.

Namibia's political landscape is characterized by a
robust democracy and a commitment to good gov-
ernance. The country has established a multi-party
system, ensuring, a political pluralism and fostering
a healthy competition of ideas. Additionally, Namib-
ia has a strong legal framework that protects human
rights, freedom of speech, and a free press. This politi-
cal stability has been crucial in attracting foreign direct
investment, fostering economic growth, and building
a reliable environment for businesses to thrive.

While Namibia has made commendable progress
in political stability, it faces persistent economic
challenges. The country relies heavily on the mining
sector, particularly diamonds and uranium, which

It has been a beautiful last two weeks in Peoples
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contribute significantly to its GDP. However, this
over-reliance on natural resources leaves Namib-
ia vulnerable to fluctuations in global commodi-
ty prices, which can severely impact its economy.
To ensure sustainable economic growth, Namibia
must diversify its economy and reduce its depend-
ency on extractive industries.

Technology holds immense potential for trans-
forming Namibia's economy. Embracing digitali-
zation and investing in technological infrastructure
can significantly enhance efficiency, productivity,
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and competitiveness across var-
ious sectors. By leveraging tech-
nology, Namibia can improve ac-
cess to education, healthcare, and
government services, bridging the
digital divide and fostering inclu-
sive growth. Furthermore, tech-
nology can stimulate innovation
and entrepreneurship, creating
jobs and stimulating economic
activity.

Agriculture is a sector that has
the potential to drive Namibia's
economic metamorphosis. Despite
being arid, Namibia has vast un-
tapped agricultural potential. The
country can harness modern farm-
ing techniques, such as precision
agriculture, drip irrigation, and
hydroponics, to overcome its wa-
ter scarcity challenges and increase
agricultural productivity. Investing
in sustainable agriculture practices
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can not only boost food security
but also create employment oppor-
tunities, reduce poverty, and gener-
ate export revenues.

Additionally, the financial tech-
nology (Fintech) sector has the
potential to revolutionize Namib-
ia's financial landscape. Fintech
solutions, such as mobile banking,
digital payments, and blockchain
technology, can enhance financial
inclusion, improve access to cred-
it, and facilitate secure and efhi-
cient transactions. By embracing
Fintech, Namibia can reduce the
reliance on traditional banking
systems, expand financial services
to underserved populations, and
drive economic growth.

To intensify the agriculture, as
well as the technology and Fintech
sectors, Namibia needs to prior-
itize investment in education and
skills development. By equipping
its workforce with the necessary
technical and digital skills, Na-
mibia can foster a culture of inno-
vation and entrepreneurship. Ad-
ditionally, the government should
create an enabling environment
for private sector investment, of-
fering incentives and support to
businesses operating in these sec-
tors. Collaboration between the
government, private sector, and
international partners China to be
specific is crucial to developing a
comprehensive strategy that ad-
dresses the specific challenges and
opportunities faced by Namibia.

Agriculture is a field that de-
mands collaboration and co-or-
dination among different actors
to achieve optimal results. Chinas
success in agriculture is largely at-
tributed to the co-ordination and
collaboration of its agricultural
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stakeholders, namely government,
researchers, and community, in
what I referred to as the golden
triangle. The golden triangle is a
closely knit group that shares in-
formation and works together to
address issues related to produc-
tion and productivity.

The success of this structure is a
testament to the power of co-ordi-
nation and collaboration in achiev-
ing success in agriculture as evi-
dently as case in China. The specific
examples of the golden triangle con-
cept can be found in Yanbo Village
in Yuni town under the leadership
of Ms. Yi Liufen as well as the local
young entrepreneurs farming with
peach in Pinggu Districts.

The golden triangle in Chinas
agriculture sector is not just a mere
collaboration but a well-thought-
out co-ordination of government,
researchers, and community
(farmers). Each component has a
specific role, and they work togeth-
er to address the challenges in their
respective areas. Communities
(farmers) are responsible for im-
plementing the research findings,
while researchers develop inno-
vative solutions to the challenges
facing government. Community
serves as intermediaries between
government and researchers, dis-
seminating information to gov-
ernment and collecting feedback
to improve research. This close
relationship ensures that any issue
is quickly addressed, and solutions
are developed in a timely manner.

This close relationship between
the three components of the gold-
en triangle is not just a casual re-
lationship, but a relationship built
on trust, freedom of expression,
and open lines of communica-
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tion. Each component has a say,
and their opinions are valued.
This open communication ena-
bles government to give feedback
to researchers, who can then tailor
their research to meet the needs of
farmers. Researchers can also pro-
vide government with up-to-date
information on the latest research
findings, enabling government to
make informed decisions.

The reason China's experience
is of great significance to African
countries is that majority have a
history like that of China. They
follow similar quests and face sim-
ilar challenges. Moreover, China
and a number of African devel-
oping countries have in common
is the experience of hardships
and breaking the chains of impe-
rialism and colonialism through
national liberation movements.
Although China is thriving eco-
nomically, most of these African
developing countries are eco-
nomically and culturally behind
and are now struggling to achieve
modernization.

China and African developing
countries are therefore sharing a
common historical destiny. In ad-
dition, China is a socialist country
and adheres to the development
path of socialism with Chinese
characteristics. China established
anew path that fits with its nation-
al conditions and national system,
implemented reforms, and accu-
mulated a good deal of successful
experience.

Therefore, China offers new
choices to African developing
countries that want to accelerate
development and maintain their
independence, and China also
contributes wisdom and solutions
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to human problems. Therefore,
developing countries can learn
from Chinas successful reform
experience. SWAPO Party is the
governing party of the Govern-
ment of Namibia, lately, it's Cen-
tral Committee has been discuss-
ing an appropriate approach to
implement socialism with Namib-
ian characteristics.

Overall, the main lesson from
China's past 40 years of reform
and opening-up is that proper in-
centives and behaviour of the gov-
ernment, local and central, are im-
portant for economic growth and
that lies within the coordination
approach of bottom-up planning
amongst other factors.

The bottom-up planning cou-
pled with coordination, dedica-
tion and discipline has been key
to Chinas success in building an
inclusive prosperous nation they
are today. The advantage of bot-
tom-up planning is that due to the
decentralized approach, planning
starts directly from the communi-
ty members whereby community
members are directly involved in
the planning process.

The success of China’s agricul-
ture sector is a testament to the
power of co-ordination and col-
laboration among various stake-
holders. African countries are
encouraged to benchmark on
Chinas model ‘golden triangle’ to
improve their agriculture sector.
In countries where appears to be
a disconnection between govern-
ment, researchers, and commu-
nity, co-ordination and collab-
oration could be encouraged to
improve the implementation and
address challenges in the sector.

The Chinese government im-

plemented poverty alleviation
actions that can be a model for
successful reform worldwide and
provides useful experience for de-
veloping countries, especially in
Africa. It is also notable that the
poverty alleviation policies for-
mulated in China were adapted
according to the country’s nation-
al conditions and had been com-
pleted by 2020, whereby, the entire
population has become moder-
ately prosperous.

In conclusion, it is my convic-
tion that agriculture is a field that
requires co-ordination and col-
laboration among different actors
to achieve optimal results. China’s
success in agriculture is attribut-
ed to the philosophy which is a
well-thought-out co-ordination of
government, researchers, and its
community. This close relation-
ship between the three compo-
nents of the golden triangle is built
on trust, freedom of expression,
and open lines of communication.
The success of this model could be
replicated in African countries to
improve their agriculture sector.

Most Africa’s political stability
has laid a strong foundation for
economic development, but there
is a pressing need to intensify
technology, agriculture, and Fin-
tech sectors to drive the country's
economic metamorphosis. Em-
bracing technology, investing in
sustainable agriculture practices,
and leveraging Fintech solutions
can diversify Namibia's economy,
create employment opportunities,
and enhance financial inclusion.
Through strategic investments
and collaboration, Africa can un-
lock its full potential and achieve
sustainable and inclusive growth.



By Gilion José Gilion Michila
Member of FRELIMO

espite all the important

changes and achievements

made by the CPC towards
China, this document will sum-
marize those that seem to us to be
the most significant, followed by
observations on one of the paths to
follow towards the establishment
of an Africa-China Community of
Prosperity for All

Main Considerations about the
Workshop

In a very explicit and objective
way, the CPC shared its Historic
Achievements and its Historic De-
cisions.

It became clear that Socialism
with Chinese Characteristics, al-
though extremely efficient, is only
valid for the reality of China and
cannot be compared with any
other system, as it is unique in the
world, which has been gradually
improved over time as new chal-
lenges arise.

The CPC also shared its Expe-
rience of Governance, where it
became clear that ideologies and
models of governance and eco-
nomic development are not unique
and that each nation should adopt
the models that best serve the pur-
poses of its people, of humanity

L=

Members of the Mozambique Rice Production Technology Workshop visited the Upper Yangtze River Breeding

y <9 e

Station of Hunan Yawei Seed Science Academy to study rice breeding.

and do not harm its dignity.

The CPC also advocates that it is
on the basis of respect for the di-
versity of peoples and their choic-
es of governance and economic
development that “Lasting Peace”
“Global Harmony” or “Commu-
nity with a Shared Future” can be
achieved, which in turn would
lead to “Prosperity for all” or “So-
cial Welfare for All".

Constraints to Implementing a
Common Project

Difficulty in defining the main
constraints to be overcome and the
main objectives to be achieved by
the various African countries and
uniting them around this same
objective as a single entity or bloc,
given the different socio-economic
realities of each country.

The non-existence of this com-
mon objective hinders the full uni-
fication of African nations, creates
several interlocutors and keeps
them without much power in the
context of nations.

Adoption of Ideologies and
Models of Governance and Eco-
nomic Development by African
countries, for reasons of inter-
national conventions in the past,
which so far have not produced

some of the results that were in-
tended at the time.

These models have proved in-
adequate for the African reality,
mainly because they were con-
ceived in a totally different sce-
nario in which African states were
born, at the hands of liberating
guerrilla movements, which were
later transformed into political
parties.

The possibility of international
sanctions being imposed by for-
mer imperialist Western coun-
tries if African countries decide to
change their ideologies and mod-
els of governance and economic
development.

Constant distortions and/or ver-
sions of Chinas real objectives and
agenda for African countries and
the world.

The apparent and much-pub-
licized lack of motivation of the
driving force (the People) is driven
by the agendas of Non-Govern-
mental Organizations (NGOs) and
other unknown forces, financed by
unknown international interests,
motivated by a delay in solving the
problems of the most disadvan-
taged or poorest classes (caused by
the deficit budget of African coun-
tries).
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Final Considerations

The implementation of meas-
ures by African countries that lead
to the eradication of formalism
and bureaucracy in the process
of meeting the needs of the most
disadvantaged people, just like the
CPC, always bearing in mind that
any government measure must
have the preservation of human
dignity as its ultimate goal, could
serve as a driving force to inspire
the people, not only to work, but
also to accept a possible change in
the Governance Model.

The diversity of realities in Af-
rican countries cannot be consid-
ered a problem for the unity of Af-
rican peoples, because even in this
diversity there are aspects that are
common and essential to all peo-
ples, such as the urgency of avail-
ability of food, healthcare, infra-
structure, education, employment,
among others.

It is imperative that African
countries define their priorities
and act as a bloc to resolve them.

This unique insight and bloc ac-
tion could lead African countries
not only to change their agenda
and better implement the FOCAC
agenda, but probably to change
their governance model or politi-
cal system.

This change of governance mod-
el and breakup with the govern-
ance and development models im-
posed by the West, adopting those
that best suit their specific reality,
with the main objective of social
welfare or prosperity for their re-
spective people, will lead to the
eventual imposition of economic
sanctions by the former imperialist
Western countries.

If, in the meantime, the African
countries have not defined a Strat-
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egy or Action Plan between them-
selves and/or with the CPC, which
allows their Peoples not to suffer
too much from such sanctions,
the possibility of such a breakup is
very slim and almost non-existent.

No matter how good a vision or
plan may be, as long as some do
not believe in it or benefit from it,
they will not take it on board.

There is an urgent need to cre-
ate a common objective that ben-
efits both the African and Chinese
peoples, with tangible/palpable
results in the short, medium and
long term, actions that involve and
have a direct impact on the most
disadvantaged people, especially in
the areas of food production, em-
ployment and education, and the
FOCAC could be praised to this.

China is currently the worlds
second largest power, and under
the leadership of the CPC and with
the economic growth figures pre-
sented, this position is not only be-
ing consolidated, but also tending
to improve.

In this capacity and in the con-
text of Nations, China is supposed
to support African countries in
making decisions that have the so-
cial well-being of their peoples and
the world as their ultimate goal.

Bearing in mind that China re-
spects the diversity of cultures and
peoples and believes that no coun-
try should impose its ideologies or
models of governance and devel-
opment on another, it is expected
that the CPC will take the decision
to support African countries when
they eventually decide to adopt
their own models of governance
and development, provided that
their ultimate goal is the social
well-being of their peoples and the
world in general, and that they do

not in any way hurt human dignity.

In the context of nations, China
apparently wants to behave as a be-
nign power, which, according to its
traditional culture and values, has
an obligation to help others.

However, not only does the rest
of the world know little about tra-
ditional Chinese culture and val-
ues, but it should also be borne
in mind that the world adopted
Thomas Hobbes position that
“man is a wolf to man’, in other
words, man is his own greatest
enemy and, in the particular case
of Africa, which has experienced
Colonialism in the cruelest way,
despite its long-standing friend-
ship with China and Chinas im-
portant contribution to the libera-
tion movements and to the newly
born African countries, it still can’t
easily overcome the trauma that
has experienced, thus aggravating
its suspicions about China’s real
intentions in Africa, aggravated by
the misinformation of the former
imperialist West.

The conception, definition and
implementation of an Africa-Chi-
na Agenda or Africa-China Com-
munity with a Shared Future,
easily leads to the removal of the
global suspicion that exists about
Africa, a dark agenda of China and
automatically creates conditions
for more countries to adhere to
the vision of a Community with a
Shared Future, and the role of the
young leaders present at the work-
shop can prove to be essential if
they fully understand Chinas vi-
sion or project on Africa, consid-
ering not only the past, the current
existing relations, but also the new
challenges of the current genera-
tion.
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Historical Relics:
Lessons from the

People’s Republic of

China

By Effort Mwatesela Magoso

Manager TV News Bulletins of
Zimbabwe Broadcasting Corporation

eep within the heart of
Guizhou province, Chi-
na, lies the enchanting

city of Zunyi—a place that ech-
oes with the grandeur of Chinese
history. In 1935, this humble city
played host to the groundbreak-
ing Zunyi Meeting a pivotal event
that forever altered the course of
the Communist Party of China.

In the face of foreign intrusion
and imminent annihilation, the
Zunyi Meeting was decisive. The
reins of power shifted, Chairman
Mao emerged as the leader, steer-
ing the Long March, and eventu-
ally leading to the birth of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China.

Fast forward to this day, the sa-
cred grounds of the Zunyi Meet-
ing stands as a testament to the
unwavering spirit and resilience
of the Chinese people. Like a time
portal to the birth of a revolution,
this hallowed site offers captivat-
ing glimpse into history's tumul-
tuous embrace.

On my recent visit to the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, I had the
privilege to tour the site of Zunyi
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meeting, the Memorial of the 1st
National congress of Communist
Party of China, the majestic Great
Wall and the resplendent Forbid-
den City as part of the Shaping the
Shared Future, Young African Po-
litical leaders workshop.

From the tours of these impor-
tant sites, it became apparent to
me that in their physical form,
historical artefacts are more than
mere objects—they are fragments
of collective memory and identity.
They beckon one to delve deeper
into the past, to unearth its treas-
ures and learn from its wisdom.

Every painstaking effort to pre-
serve these relics ensures that fu-
ture generations can bask in the
glory of the past and draw inspi-
ration from the struggles and tri-
umphs of those who came earlier.

I drew many lessons from the
tours of these Chinese historical
relics but some stood out.

Lesson 1: The Chinese
Government’s commitment to
historical preservation

China’s government has shown
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a remarkable commitment to not
only restoring but also safeguard
historical sites. This dedication
has resulted in the preservation
of cultural heritage that serves as
a testament to the nation's past.
The Chinese governments un-
wavering dedication to restoring
and safeguarding historical sites
sets an exemplary standard for the
world to follow. This commitment
is reflected in the meticulous res-
toration work.

China’s preservation of histori-
cal and cultural relics serves as a
valuable lesson for Africa in safe-
guarding and taking pride its own
treasures.

Africa also boasts of some pro-
found historical gems. From the
ancient pyramids of Egypt to the
rock-hewn churches of Ethiopia
and the awe-inspiring Great Zim-
babwe, these are all treasures.

One of the African countries
with a rich tapestry of history is
Zimbabwe. The country possesses
its own profound historical gems,
such as the Great Zimbabwe, the
National Heroes Acre, and various
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significant locations tied to the na-
tion's history such as former Pres-
ident Robert Mugabe’s Highfield
house. These sites carry immense
historical significance and deserve
to be cherished, visited, and stud-
ied by Zimbabwean citizens. By
fostering a sense of ownership and
appreciation for these relics, Zim-
babweans can contribute to their
preservation and ensure that their
vibrant history remains alive for
future generations.

Lesson 2: The befitting love
for historical relics by Chinese
Citizens

Chinese citizens display a deep
passion for their history and relics,
actively visiting and interacting
with historical sites. During tours
of the site of Zunyi meeting, the
Memorial of the 1st National con-
gress of Communist Party of Chi-
na, the Great Wall and Forbidden
City, one would marvel at the fact
that majority of the visitors were
Chinese people. Not only that, but
the exuberance on their faces was
touching. Such love fosters a sense
of pride and ownership, driving
individuals to protect and pro-
mote their cultural heritage.

Citizens across the globe can
emulate this by taking pride in
their own cultural heritage and
actively engaging with historical
remnants. The love and the vol-
umes of visits to the historical sites
by Chinese citizens is admirable
and a standard African coun-
tries including Zimbabwe ought
to adopt. Zimbabwe can foster a
similar sense of pride and owner-
ship among its citizens by raising
more awareness about the signif-
icance of its cultural heritage and
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encouraging active engagement
in preservation efforts. While the
government has made good ef-
forts to preserve the country’s his-
torical relics, the interest among
citizens is not inspiring.

Lesson 3: Valuing Cultural
and Historical Sites can bring
economic benefits

China has recognised the eco-
nomic potential of preserving and
promoting its historical heritage,
attracting tourism and boosting
local economies. These remark-
able treasures serve as magnetic
beacons, luring millions of awe-
struck tourists each year and
breathing life into local econ-
omies. The Great Wall of Chi-
na alone stands proud, drawing
over 10 million visitors annually.
Such staggering numbers reveal
that these cultural relics hold not
only historical significance but
also economic potential. Through
their preservation and promo-
tion, nations can attract visitors
from every corner of the globe,
fostering prosperity and cultural
exchange.

Zimbabwe can also learn from
how China has successfully lever-
aged its cultural heritage to attract
tourists. By investing in infra-
structure, hospitality services, and
tourism promotion, Zimbabwe
can unlock the economic poten-
tial of its historical relics while en-
suring their preservation.

Lesson 4: Importance of
Cultural Exchanges and
People-to-People Initiatives

In the context of historical rel-
ics, international collaboration
and people-to-people initiatives

can foster knowledge exchange.
Cultural exchanges between Chi-
na and Africa have played a cru-
cial role in facilitating knowledge
sharing and mutual understand-
ing. It can also play a crucial role
in entrenching a love for historical
remnants. By promoting cultur-
al exchange programs, such as
workshops, performances, and
educational tours, Zimbabwe can
deepen its citizens' appreciation
for both their own heritage and
that of other nations.

By promoting dialogue and
collaboration in the realm of cul-
ture and history, these exchanges
strengthen the bonds between na-
tions and enrich the collective hu-
man experience. Through shared
knowledge and appreciation, a
deep understanding and respect
for each other's cultural heritage
can be cultivated.

In conclusion, one can definitely
say, China's approach to the pres-
ervation of historical and cultural
relics is a blueprint for Africa and
the rest of the world. China's com-
mitment to protecting its cultural
heritage is evident in its successful
restoration and maintenance of
iconic sites. By adopting a similar
mindset of reverence displayed by
Chinese citizens, Zimbabwe and
Africa at large can ensure the lon-
gevity of its own historical sites.
Preserving cultural relics extends
beyond the protection of physical
structures and artifacts. It is an act
of reverence for the stories and
memories woven by ancestors. It
is an investment in the future, as
it ensures that future generations
will have the opportunity to treas-
ure and honour their vibrant his-
tory and unshakable identity.



Within the framework of Belt and Road cooperation, Tanzania,
South Africa, Mozambique, Angola, Namibia and Zimbabwe
have strengthened project cooperation with China.
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New Capital Airport in Angola Built by Chinese Business

SUSTAINAg 7y
REPORY

China Helping Namibia Building its Green New Parliamentary Building in Zimbabwe Built
“Mineral Economy” with Chinese Assistance
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